02 FEB 1999
Cycl i ng- Russi ans
RUSSI ANS YET TO ARRI VE FOR LE TOUR DE LANGKAW

LANGKAW , Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Al 25 teams participating in this year's
Le Tour de Langkawi (LTdL) except Russia have arrived for the world's third
nmost prestigious cycling showase, according to the organi sers, First
Cartel (M Sdn Bhd.

Its chai rman WAn Lokman Dat uk Paduka Wan | brahi m sai d today the
organi sers were hoping that Russia would arrive | ater today since the
conmpetition woul d begin here tonorrow.

The Langkawi stage of the LTdL comprises the criteriumand tine trial
races held in Kuah town.

The 4th edition of the LTdL al so i nvol ved five newconers including
Italy's Cantina Tollo Alexia Al luminio and Acceptcard Pro Cycling from
Denmark, he told reporters.

Last year's overall team chanpi ons Mapei-Quickstep fromltaly
spear headed by world no 7 Andrea Tafi as well as team Saturn fromthe
United States are again expected to be tussling for honours.

Wan Lokman al so sai d several |eading professional outfits participating
inthis year's LTdL had expressed interest in contesting in the fifth
edition next year, reflecting growi ng recognition for the race from
regi onal and world cycling tearmns.

However Wan Lokman did not name the teans.

The LTdL '99, which offers RML.5 nillion in cash prizes, is ranked
third behind the Le Tour de France and Gro d' Italia.

It will be held over 12 stages covering 1,773.5km before ending in
Kual a Lunpur on Feb 14. This year's edition of the LTdL has attracted the
participation of 150 riders.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad officially flagged off
the event here today over a wel com ng | uncheon for the cyclists.

Meanwhi | e, the organisers are giving the Russian teamuntil 9am
tomorrow to check in, said LTdL technical department head Zulkifle Alias
sai d.

As of 6pmtoday the organi sers had not received any word fromthe
Russi an t eam

"They have to be here before 9amtonorrow since the tinme trial event
which starts at that time requires at least four riders fromeach teamto
take part,"” he said.

The Russians were the last to confirmparticipation at the LTdL,
Zul ki f1 e added.
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