05/ 06/ 1999
10, 892 enpl oyees get sal ary adj ust nent costing RVB2. 4m

Pat vi nder Si ngh; Sarban Si ngh

SEPANG, Fri - Close on the heels of the RVM600O speci al paynent to civil
servants, 10, 892 enpl oyees fromfive statutory bodi es received t oday
anot her pl easant surprise - confirmation of their |ong-awaited salary
adj ust nent .

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday announced total adjustnents of
RWB2.4 mllion affecting enpl oyees fromthe Soci al Security O ganisation,
Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund, Armed Forces Superannuati on Fund, Bank Si mpanan
Nasi onal and Tabung Haji .

The Prinme M nister had a sinple reason why the Governnent agreed to the
sal ary adj ustment: the positive signs that the econony was i nprovi ng.

The sal ary adjustnments work out as foll ows:

* executive enpl oyees receive a "toppi ng-up" of RM200 per nonth while
non- executives get RML50 per nonth with arrears dating back to Jan 1,
1995;

* entertai nment al |l owance i ncreases of between RML, 000 and RM2, 000 per
nont h; and,

* maid al |l owance i ncreases of between RVBOO and RML, 000 per month with
arrears dating back to Jan 1, 1996.

Dr Mahathir read out a prepared statenent to reporters at the start of
his Press conference soon after returning froma week-long state visit to
Japan in the Bunga Raya buil ding at the Kual a Lunpur International Airport
here.

The i ncreases for senior executives were now at par with the public
sector's top managenent, he said.

Back i n 1992 when the five bodi es were separated fromthe public sector,
he sai d sal ary adj ustments were not consi dered because t he economic
situation did not allowit.

"The Governnent remenbered...,"” he said. "The Governnent very much
appr eci at es t he under st andi ng and pati ence of t hese enpl oyees, especially
those in the support group, in facing the situation."

It was hoped that the adjustnents woul d ease t he enpl oyees' financi al
burden, especially those in the support group, as well as encourage t hem
to continue efforts to raise productivity, he said.

Asked if the announcenent and t he special paynent for civil servants had
anything to dowth the forthcom ng general el ection, Dr Mahat hir sai d:

"This has nothing to do with the general election. Actually, it has to
dowth fulfilling service requirenents.”

On the opposition parties' contention that the paynents had sonmething to
do with the general election, he said the opposition felt that if there
were no general election, the Governnent would | et the econonic crisis go
on.

"W manage the adm nistration of the Governnent to fulfil the needs of
the country," he said, "not to nmeet the needs of the general election."

Dr Mahat hir's announcenent al so forestalls the bodies' planned pi cket
seeki ng the adj ust nent.

Wi | e prai sing the gesture, Mohd Noor Abdul | ah, chairman of the infornmal
joint council of unions of non-affiliated agencies, said the body woul d
study the Government's of fer before commenting onit.

However, he singled out Dr Mahat hir and Human Resources M ni st er Dat uk
Li m Ah Lek as those who worked hard to ensure the statutory enpl oyees
recei ved their due.
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