22 FEB 1999
Sabah- Di ssol ve
SABAH LEG SLATURE DI SSOLVED FOR FRESH PCLLS

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Legi sl ative Assenbly was
di ssol ved today to pave the way for the ninth state el ection that has been
expected for nonths.

The announcenent of the dissolution by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok at 12. 08pmwas tel ecast |live over RTMfromthe state assenbly
bui I di ng.

" | hereby officially declare the dissolution of the Sabah State
Legi sl ative Assenbly today. All the best," he told a packed news conference
at the state assenbly buil ding.

He said it was now up to the Election Comm ssion to fix the dates for
nom nati on and polling.

" It's up to the people of Sabah to decide who should formthe next
state governnment after the election," said Donpok, who was fl anked by state
cabinet mnisters after their |ast weekly neeting.

Donpok, who is also chairman of the ruling Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN),
had earlier nmet Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai at the |stana
Negeri here to get his consent to dissolve the 48-seat |egislature.

Soon after calling on Sakaran, Donpok chaired the state cabinet neeting
before adjourning to the Raffl esia Roomat the same building to make the
much-awai t ed announcenent whi ch was greeted wi th appl ause by his cabi net
col | eagues.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Donpok said he infornmed Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on the dissolution this norning.

The previous 1994 el ection was on Feb 18 and 19, 39 days after the
di ssol uti on on Jan 10.

The current five-year mandate of the assenbly ends on March 18.

In the just-dissolved assenbly, the BN had 43 seats while the
opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), four. The renaini ng one seat was held
by an I ndependent.

Besi des the 48 el ected seats, the assenbly al so had six Nom nated
Assenbl ymen, three each by BN and PBS.

The PBS won the last state election with 25 seats for a sinple mgjority
but the state governnent coll apsed after only three weeks in power when
nost of its assenbl ymen defected to the BN which then fornmed the state
gover nnent .

On the seat allocation for BN conmponent parties, Donpok said it would
be known on nomi nati on day.

" Candi dates will be decided by the BN | eadership but in principle,

t hi nk conmponent parties have no najor differences. The question of
candi dates and other problens, if there are any, can be resolved," he said.

The seat allocation for Sabah BN is anong seven conponent parties
conprising Umo, PDS, SAPP, Akar, PBRS, LDP and MCA. Two ot her conponents
-- MC and Gerakan -- have decided not to contest in the polls.

Besi des BN, four other parties have confirmed their participation in
the polls in which 726,690 registered voters are eligible to exercise their
el ectoral rights.

PBS, the mmin opposition party, and Bersekutu (Parti Bari san Rakyat
Sabah Ber sekutu) have announced that they would field candidates in all the
48 seats.

PAS and Pasok, the ol dest political party in Sabah, have al so confirned
their participationin the election.



A total of 153 candi dates contested in the | ast el ection.
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