25 JUN 1999
Gsu- El ecti on
SABAH BN READY FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON, SAYS OsU

KOTA KI NABALU, June 25 (Bernamm) -- The Sabah Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
still fresh fromits confortable win in the state election in March, is
prepared to face the inpending general election, Chief Mnister Datuk Gsu
Sukam sai d t oday.

Gsu, who was appointed State BN chairman in yesterday's BN suprene
council neeting, said the ruling coalition's election machi nery was ready
to be nobilised for the election which only involved parliamentary seats in
Sababh.

" We just held the state el ections, we have no problens to face the
general election as the party machinery is still active," he told reporters
when asked to comment on Prime M nister and BN chairnman Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad's directive to conponent parties to activate their
el ection nmachinery as the general election could be called any tine.

Dr Mahathir issued the directive at the BN s suprenme council meeting in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Earlier, Osu presented |licences for natural petroleumgas distribution
and awarded the M5 |1 SO 9002 quality certification to Sabah Energy
Cor por ati on.

Asked whet her conponent parties would be consulted on the choice of
candi dates, Osu said: "That's definite. Actually, the Sabah BN has no
problens as this is not the first tinme we are facing a election.”

To anot her question whether all the nine conponent parties in Sabah
will be fielding candidates in the election, he said: " | wouldn't know "

In the last general election in 1995 BN won 12 of the 20 parlianentary
seats with Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) capturing eight.

The BN s parlianmentary seats have increased to 14 with the defection of
Marudu MP Datuk Amir Kahar Tun Mustapha to Umo two years ago and the
recent cross-over of Penanpang MP Paul Nointien to Parti Denpkrati k Sabah
(PDS), a BN conponent.

Earlier, in his speech, Osu urged governnent-owned conmpani es and their
subsidiaries to introduce renewal measures to be conpetitive and to face
chal | enges of the new m |l ennium
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