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Mahat hi r - OSU
SABAH NEEDS UVMNO LEADERSH P TO FACE GENERAL ELECTI ON- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUVPUR, March 15 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday Sabah Umo head Dat uk Osu Sukam was appoi nt ed
Chief M nister because the Barisan Nasional feels the state governnent
shoul d be I ed by Umo when facing the general election due by April next
year.

Dr Mahathir said Umo had received strong support fromthe Sabah peopl e
and had the capacity to bring about devel opnent and i npl enent projects in
the state.

OGsu was al so appoi nted Chief Mnister because Tan Sri Bernard Donpok
could no longer remain Chief Mnister as he was defeated in the state
el ection, he added.

"We deci ded that a Kadasan shoul d be second in line under the rotation
systemand not at the beginning," he told a news conference after |eadi ng
the Mal aysi an del egation in talks with visiting Polish President Al eksander
Kwasni ewsKki

Dr Mahathir said the rotation systemwould continue with Umo taking
over the Chief Mnistership for two years and then foll owed by the Parti
Denokrati c Sabah (PDS) and t hen the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) or a
candi date froma Chi nese party.

Umo contributed 24 of the 31 seats won by the Barisan Nasional (BN) in
t he Sabah el ection which ended on Saturday. Donpok head of the PDS was
defeated i n Moyog

Gsu was sworn in as Sabah's 11th Chief M nister before Sabah Yang
Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai at |stana Negeri in Kota Kinabal u today.

Dr Mahathir said OGsu's appointnment as Chief Mnister had been accepted
by | eaders of all conponent parties at a neeting chaired by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi i n Kota Kinabal u yesterday.

"I received a report fromny deputy on the discussions yesterday. They
obtai ned the views of all |eaders of BN conponent parties and they
acceptged the deci sion unaninously,” the Prime Mnister said.

Asked whet her the appoi ntnment of Gsu neant Umo woul d hol d the Chief
M ni stership after each state el ection, Dr Mahathir said not necessarily
So.

"W faced a small probl em because the PDS representation in the
government i s weak as Donpok was not el ected. W need a strong government
and so we gave the post to Umo," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if Donpok had been re-el ected by the people of Myog,
he woul d have surely been reappointed Chief Mnister even if the PDS had
won only two or three seats as he had the experience and is the Chai rman of
t he Sabah Bari san Nasi onal
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