24 JUN 1999
Umo- PBS
SABAH UWMNO YOUTH REFUTES PBS CLAI M

KOTA Kl NABALU, June 24 (Bernama) -- The Sabah Umo Youth novenent today
descri bed as unfounded the claimby Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) that Umo was
wooi ng State Assenbl ynen fromthe opposition party to enable the rotation
systemfor the Chief Mnister's post to be abolished.

Its head, Juhari Janan said the State Assenbl ynen concerned had al r eady
clarified that their defection to Umo was voluntary and i nducenent-free.

"They had repeatedly expl ained that they were not influenced by anyone
and that they had made the decision voluntarily," he told reporters, here.

He di scl osed this when asked to conmment on the statenent by PBS
presi dent Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan on Monday who cl ai med that severa
assenbl ynen fromthe party had been wooed to join Umo in efforts to
i ncrease the nunber of party nmenbers in the State Legislative Assenbly.

Pairin clained that with the increase in the nunber of Umo
representatives in the Assenbly, the party woul d have grounds to term nate
the rotation systemfor the Chief Mnister's post.

"There's no agenda on the part of Umo with regard to their joining the
party. It's purely their decision," Juhari said alluding to the defection
by the two fornmer PBS assenbl ynen.

On Sunday, PBS deputy president Ml ek Chua, who is also State
Assenbl yman for Kuanut, and the Pensiangan State Assenbl yman, U in Pam ang,
left the PBS to join Umo.

They announced their decision and at the sane tinme subnmitted their
menber ship application fornms to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i n Kual a Lunpur.

Wth the nove by Mal ek and U in, Umo now has 26 representatives in the
Assenbly conpared with 24 earlier.

The defection of the two Assenbl ymen has now become a hot issue in
Sabah, especially when PBS clained that the two had signed documents
stating their loyalty to the party.

The docunent which was signed by all PBS candidates in the |ast state
el ection, also required the assenblynmen to give up their seat upon | eaving
the PBS to join any other political party.
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