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Sabbar uddi n- Tri but e
SABBARUDDI N SAYS THANK YOU FOR COOPERATI ON RENDERED TO HI M

KUALA LUVPUR, May 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Sabbaruddi n Chik tonight
expressed his gratitude to all parties for their cooperation extended to
himin his 12 years as Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster.

" 1 wished to thank everyone for their cooperation given to nme as this
is nmy last function as Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister," he said when
| aunching the | ogo of the National Theatre.

Sabbaruddin said he was initially reluctant to attend the function but
changed his mnd after being advised by his officers.

Sabbaruddi n had earlier confirnmed that he would step down fromhis
Cabi net post.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had asked himto
do so at today's weekly Cabi net neeting. Dr Mahathir will announce a m nor
Cabi net reshuffl e tonorrow

Sabbar uddi n sai d al though he woul d not be holding the Culture, Arts and
Tourismportfolio, he would continue to show keen interest in the nationa
cul ture.

He hoped he would be invited to attend cultural functions staged at the
Nati onal Theatre in future

Sabbar uddi n al so said the Cabi net had agreed to the suggestion by
culturist Tan Sri Abdul Sanad Idris that the National Theatre (Panggung
Negara) be called "Istana Budaya".

Located on a 5.4-hectare site at Jal an Tenerl oh off Jal an Tun Razak,
the RM0O5 million facility is the first theatre in Asia to have a nodern
mechani smfor staging theatres.

It is anmong the 10 nost nodern theatres in the world and on par with
the Royal Al bert Hall in London, he added.
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