25 APR 1999
Sabbar uddi n- Deposi t
SABBARUDDI N DENI ES HAVI NG US$8.5 M LLI ON FI XED DEPCSI T OVERSEAS

TEMERLOH, April 25 (Bername) -- Umo secretary general Datuk Seri
Sabbar uddi n Chi k today denied a report of having a fixed deposit of US$8.5
mllion in a bank overseas.

"If it's true that | have that nuch noney, I'I|l donate it to the person
who wrote the news,"” he said, commenting on the report posted on a
ref ormasi homepage on the Internet.

Speaking to reporters after opening the 8th Mentakab-Tenmerl oh nati ona
rel ay here, Sabbaruddin who is Culture, Arts and Touri sm M nister said
Mal aysi ans, and Umo nmenbers in particular, should not believe in reports
claimng that Umo | eaders had substantial noney stashed overseas.

These were lies and the work of certain people out to discredit Umo
and its | eadership, he said.

He sai d cabi net menbers had al ready been quizzed by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who wanted to nake sure that they did not
keep noney overseas.

I n PONTI AN, Umo Youth assistant treasurer Mkhzani Mhathir al so
deni ed a report on the sane homepage, claining that his father and Umo
president Dr Mahat hir wanted Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n ki cked out as
acting Umo Youth | eader and replaced by him

He said he had no intention of becom ng Umo Youth chief and that
H shamuddi n was the nost eligi bl e candi dat e.

"Hi shanuddin is the nost eligible and the right choice to head the Umo
Yout h | eadership for now and in future,” he told Bernama after opening the
del egat es neeting of Pontian Umo Youth | ast night.

Mokhzani said he and Hi shanmuddi n were friends since chil dhood and "I et
me make it clear...l will not politicise ny friendship wi th H shanmuddin."

He said his stance was that H shanuddi n was acting Youth | eader at the
national |evel and he, an Exco nmenber and a division youth chief.

He said he would continue to support and carry out programes to
strengt hen the party nachinery.

"We are now facing those outside Umo. As such those w thin Umo
shoul dn't question our sincerity especially between Datuk Hi shamuddi n and
I," he said.
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