15 FEB 1999
LEAD Mahat hi r - Sabah
SABAH S CM S POST W LL CONTI NUE TO BE ROTATED, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN will
continue its systemof rotating the Sabah chief mnister's post anong the
state's major ethnic groups if it retains the people's mandate in the
comng polls, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday.

The system woul d be conti nued because it had proved successful, he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang
near here upon his return fromthe GI5 Summ t in Janai ca.

He said this when asked whether the rotation systemw || be continued
if the BN retains the people' snandate in the state el ection, scheduled to
be held any tine now.

Expressing his confidence that the BN will win the el ection, Dr
Mahat hir said the rotation was necessary as the BN found that the various
conmuni ties in Sabah | acked strength individually to win a mgjority and
govern the state.

He said that since the BN s strength was derived fromthe three major
et hni ¢ groups, the BN was prepared to allowthemto play a role in ruling
the state.

Asked regarding the effectiveness of the systemsince the BN governs
Sabah four-and-a-half years ago, Dr Mahathir said: "It is very good...what
| see is that the people of Sabah accepted it. O course, initially, there
was sone unhappi ness but eventually it worked and nobody can say it hasn't
wor ked. "

Dr Mahathir, who will rmake a visit to Sabah on Thursday, said that
since the state was governed under the system the situation in Sabah had
i mproved and was not |ike before.

He said that when the BN first took over the administration in Sabah
after the | ast election, Sabah was then very backward, w thout street
lights, and Kota Kinabalu | ooked like a town in a "least devel oped state.™

However, he said, changes were brought about by the governnent under
the system

The rotation systemwas i ntroduced when the BN fornmed the state
governnent on March 17, 1994. The system provi des an opportunity for
| eaders of the three major ethnic groups -- MislimBum putera, non-Mislim
Bum putera and the Chi nese
-- to head the state governnent, each for a two-year term

The first chief mnister under the systemwas Datuk Salleh Said Keruak,
representing the MuslimBum putera, foll owed by Datuk Yong Teck Lee
representing the Chinese comunity, and Tan Sri Bernard Donpok,
representing the non-MislimBuni putera.

"I amgoing to keep the rotation system W prom sed the people, we are
going to stick to our pronise,"” he said.

Asked about speculation rife in Sabah that a major opposition party
will be accepted into the BN, Dr Mahathir said: "W cannot accept the
opposition party because of its stand that only one ethnic group has the
right to rule Sabah, a narrow ni nded approach, whereas we provi de an
opportunity to all the communities to participate (in the governnent).

"W accepted (the opposition) previously. Their stand is that if there
is much to be gained, they will want to or else, they will not. Ri ght now,
they feel that they have nuch to gain if they claimthat if they win, the
party will be admtted into the BN. It is just a ploy to win votes...we are
wel |l aware of their stand that only one ethnic group has the right to rule



(the state), he said.

On the claimby an opposition party in Sabah that it could obtain 70
per cent support fromthe people in the state, Dr Mahathir said that the
opposition could cl ai manyt hi ng.

Asked regarding his trip to Sabah, he said it would enable himto nmake
an assessnent and to observe preparations bei ng nade besi des findi ng out
the views of the BN conmponent parties over the selection of candidates to
be fielded in the com ng polls.

Asked when the state election will be held, Dr Mahathir said he did not
know yet.

Touching on the anti federal governnment issue played up by the
opposition, Dr Mahathir said that he was very unhappy over this matter
because he felt it should not be the way to seek popularity as it would
create tension between the state and federal governnent.

He described such an action just to win votes, as irresponsible.

“"In politics, we need to be responsible or else we will have problens,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that in some countries, riots occur because
i rresponsi bl e politicians have raised issues to stir sentinents.

As such, he said, politicians should be responsible.

"W know of an opposition party which was close to the federal
governnent previously and was prepared to hand over (part of) its territory
to the federal governnent but if it denies it now, it is of no use.

"Actual ly, when they see that there is much benefit in being close to
the federal governnent, it will go to the extent of giving up its
territory," he said.
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