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SABAH NEEDS NEW STRATEGY | N POVERTY ERADI CATI ON

By: Mianmar Kamaruddin

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 21 (Bernamm) -- Sabah may be bl essed with rich
nat ural resources such as oil and forest products but quite a nunber of
people in the state still live in poverty.

The poverty rate in Sabah is the second hi ghest anong the states in
Mal aysi a, after Kel ant an.

What coul d be the reason and is there a way out for the famlies living
in poverty.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who | eft yesterday after
a three-day visit to Sabah, said anbng the reasons for the high poverty
rate in Sabah were inadequate devel opnent allocations in the past and the
| ack of focus to overcone the probl em

"Sabah used to be very rich but there was no enphasis then to bring
devel opnent to the peopl e because all got carried away with the anount of
nmoney in hand," he said.

In this regard, Dr Mahathir said the Barisan Nasional (BN), which took
over the running of the state in 1994, would see to it that the
exploitation of the state's rich resources for self-interests as had
happened in the past did not recur.

The BN woul d i nstead all ow certain capabl e organi sati ons to nanage
Sabah's rich resources and what was reaped fromit would be used in the
interest of the people in the state.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa sai d Sabah needed a
different strategy in poverty eradication and the nunber of people in the
state living in poverty can be reduced by 2003.

"W need a five-year action plan specially fornulated for the uni que
situation in Sabah. The governnent is aware the problemis not easy to
overcone as people living in poverty are scattered even in the interiors
and nost of them have no econonic activity,” he told Bernama here.

The five-year action plan, being prepared by a conmittee established by
the ministry, is expected to be ready within a six-nonth peri od.

"The PPRT (Hardcore Poor Eradication Project) used to focus on the
bui | di ng of subsi di sed houses but this still did not change their economc
situation,"” said Annuar.

The Mnistry is thus fornulating an action plan specifically for Sabah
in assisting the 12,000 hardcore poor famlies.

He said three groups identified for the action plan are those
econom cal ly productive who could be resettl ed, those economcally
productive who need not be resettled and those wi thout any neans of
sust enance.

Anong t he proposal s i ncl ude PPRT plantations which will enable
participants to earn dividends apart from bei ng paid wages for work done on
t he pl antati ons.

The M nistry has agreed to all ow several of its agencies such as Ri sda
and Felcra to cooperate with the Sabah Foundati on and the state governnent
inidentifying sites suitable for the PPRT pl antati ons.

Annuar said for a start, the state governnment has identified 50,000 ha
of land for the PPRT plantations project which would be managed by the
m nistry's agenci es and t he Sabah Foundati on.

He said the mnistry had also identified an area near Senporna for a
commerci al seaweed project simlar to the chicken, fish and orchid farns
programres run in Kel antan and Ter engganu.



"We are identifying nore of such econom c projects which could make use
of the PPRT funds," he said.

Annuar estinmated that proposed projects under the action plan for Sabah
woul d need an all ocation of RMLOO million for the five-year period.
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