30 JUL 1999
Sany Vellu-MC
SAMY VELLU URGES | NDI AN COVUNI TY TO SHED LABOURER | MAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u today urged Mal aysi an Indians to shed the | abourer inmage which had
dogged the comunity for nore than a century and to create a new inmage in
the com ng cyber century which is full of chall enges.

He said the nation and the Indian community were noving forward to face
a nore chall engi ng century where conpetitiveness would be a cruci al
pre-condition for progress.

Sany Vellu, who is also Wirks M nister, said although participation of
the I ndian comunity in comercial and professional sectors could not be
di sputed, their inmage had al ways been |inked to the | abourers' class.

"I hope as MC | eaders, you will endeavour to change the imge of the
I ndi an conmunity. It is our responsibility to change this image to that of
a skilled community capabl e of neeting the chall enges of the new century,"
he said in his policy speech at the 53rd M C general assenbly at the Dewan
Merdeka, Putra World Trade Centre, here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad opened t he two-day
assenbly attended by 1,500 del egates and nore than 5,000 observers, which
is the largest turnout in the history of the party established in 1946.

Sany Vel lu said the | abourer i mge had been based on several factors
i ncluding the econonic condition, social environment, educationa
opportunities and poor basic anmenities.

"However, during the past two decades the transformation of the m nd of
the Indian community was nore apparent and a change in attitude energed.
They struggl ed for equal opportunities. They are prepared to face the
chal | enges of Vision 2020 by inproving their educational status,"” he said.

Sany Vellu said they realised that education was an inportant factor in
achi eving rapi d devel opnment for the com ng century.

He said the MC would continue to | ay enphasis on the issue of the |ack
of places at local public universities and |Indian students had to | ook for
pl aces in private institutions which cost nore.

In his speech which |asted nore than 40 m nutes, Samy Vellu who has |ed
the M C since 1979, also touched on the plight of estate workers, issues on
housi ng, the abolition of the South Indian Labourers' Fund, current
econom ¢ situation and the party's organi sation.

On the SILF which created controversy recently, he said the fund had
failed to carry out its responsibilities and in fact was incapabl e of
managi ng the A d Fol ks Home in Ni bong Tebal which was under its care.

"But the Indian conmunity appreciates the objectives and nobl e
intention of the governnent and the prinme mnister's assurance that the
wel fare and needs of the Indian conmunity woul d continue to be | ooked
after," he said.

On the party's structure, he said the present MC differed vastly from
what it was 20 years ago and the party now had an effective network through
4,084 branches with 510,500 nmenbers to fulfil the aspirations of the Indian
comuni ty.

On the issue of nonthly wages for estate workers, Sany Vellu said the
party's position was not confined only to the nonthly salary but a review
of a total package which included nonthly wage structure, housing, basic
anenities, quality of life and educational opportunities for their
chil dren.

"The M C also feels that the question of nonthly salary is not just a



matter between estate workers and estate owners. This subject has wi de
ranging ranmifications. It has to be addressed froma national perspective
with 2020 Vision in mind," he said.

Touching on Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Sanmy Vellu said that under 18
years of his dynam c | eadership, the Prime Mnister had brought dignity and
fame to nmake Mal aysia a proud | and of achievers and succeeded i n nmaking the
country a striking exanple of a newy industrialised nation.

"You have al ways pl aced the nati on above yourself. Your record of
achi evenents is unparalled. Let ne assure you that you are not alone in
your struggle to reformthis nation. The MC and its nmenbers will solidly
rally behind you," he assured Dr Mahathir.

Samy Vel lu al so warned the people that the process of nation building
woul d cone to a halt if opposition parties, which he said was | acking in
vi sion for devel opnent and had conflicting principles, were voted into
power .

"Si nce | ndependence, Mal aysi an | ndi ans have never deviated fromgiving
their support to the Alliance governnent and then the Bari san Nasi onal
government. It is needless for ne to say Sir, that the India community wl|
sink or swmw th you," he added.
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