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SARAVWAK EYElI NG NEW TOURI SM MARKETS | N THE NEW M LLENNI UM

KUCHI NG Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Sarawak has identified northern Anerica,
Canada, Scandanavi an countries and western Europe as potential nmarkets to
boost its tourismindustry in the new nillennium

Sarawak Tourism Board (STB) Chi ef Executive Oficer Aloysius J. Dris
said it had fornul ated strategic plans to lure nore tourists fromthe new
mar ket s.

"Apart fromthat, we will continue to focus on our traditional markets
such as Singapore and United Kingdom" he told reporters after the STB' s
"Annual Meeting Wth Friends in the Tourismlndustry" here today.

Al oysius said the tourismindustry, considered as one of Sarawak's nopst
val uabl e assets, would be further expanded this year with extensive
pronotions in Germany through nagazi ne suppl enents and roadshows.

He said the German narket had increasingly becanme nore inportant to
Sarawak in view of the growi ng number of tourists arrival and business
partners who are willing to assist in pronotion efforts.

"Siti Zaharah gave the agreenent before Khalil.

"She will not go ahead with the reshuffle, instead the status quo is
mai nt ai ned, " said Dr Mahathir.

He said Siti Zaharah had al so i nforned Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo
vi ce president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi by tel ephone tonight that
she abided by the party president's advice to reverse her deci sion.

He said Wanita Umo had a "minor crisis" after the reshuffle was
announced.

"As such, | had a discussion with the Wanita chi ef and she agreed that
the reshuffle announced woul d not have led to a strengthening of the Wanita
novenent .

"She agreed to wi thdraw t he new appoi ntnments and the dismissals,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Asked if it was the usual practice for Umo Youth and Wanita Ummo
chiefs to discuss with the party president concerning any reshuffle to be
carried out, Dr Mahathir said Siti Zaharah m ght have forgotten to do so.

Asked if the Suprenme Council's decision neant it interfered in Wnita
Umo's affairs, he said the Supreme Council had the right to discuss
anything related to the party.

"In this nmatter, the Wanita chi ef had al ready nade her decision before
the Supreme Council expressed its views and concerns in the matter, and
explained to themthat the Wanita chi ef has cancell ed her decision,"” he
sai d.

Asked whet her the deci sion was nmade because the two wanita | eaders
concerned cane to see him Dr Mahathir said that if they did not conme to
see him he would still have met Siti Zaharah.

Dr Mahathir also said that the decision was made by Siti Zaharah
hersel f after discussing it with him

Asked whet her the decision would reflect inconmpetency on the part of
Siti Zaharah to | ead the novenent, Dr Mahathir said: "It is the way of
Umo. .. we are acconmmobdati ng".

On his advice to Siti Zaharah, Dr Mahathir said he hoped that she would
di scuss such matters w th hi mbefore hand.

On whet her there woul d be confusion anong party menbers, especially
Wanita nmenbers, on the decision reversal, he said there woul d be none as
the | eadership woul d explain the situation, especially to those who were



appointed in the reshuffle.

He al so said there would be no reshuffle at all levels until after the
general el ection.
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