11 DEC 1999
Tai b-M ni stry
SARAWAK TO CREATE NEW M NI STRY TO HANDLE RURAL- URBAN M GRATI ON

KUCHI NG Dec 11 (Bernama) -- The Sarawak government will set up a new
mnistry to tackle problens arising frommgration of people fromrural to
urban areas, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud sai d today.

He said a separate ministry was necessary as the increased novenment of
people fromurban to urban and fromrural to urban areas have created
soci al problens in the state.

The state governnent has a data of the problens caused by the mgration
but was not satisfied with the proposals recomended to check the probl em
he sai d.

"I'mtrying to get a good sociol ogi st or people with a good know edge
in sociology to look into the nmatter," he told reporters after opening the
18t h del egates conference of the Sarawak United People's Party (SUPP) here.

Asked to comment on the exclusion of Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud from
t he Cabi net and Datuk Peter Tinggomas a nenber of the adnministration, Taib
said he was given to understand that the two had asked not to be incl uded.

He said Sul aiman and Tinggom had left it to the wi sdomof Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to pick the best teamto run the
country.

Sul ai man was Agriculture Mnister and Ti nggom Deputy M nister of
Nati onal Unity and Community Devel opnent before the dissol ution of
Par | i anment.

Tai b said the new Cabi net |ine-up announced by Dr Mahat hir yesterday
had a good m x of experienced old hands and hi gh-spirited new faces.

"I"'mconfident the teamwill forma fine combination to spearhead the
country's devel opment agenda and realise Malaysia's vision to be a
devel oped country in the new mllennium" he added.
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