05 MAY 1999
Tai b-El ecti on
SARAWAK BN ALL SET TO FACE THE GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUCHI NG May 5 (Bernanma) -- The Sarawak Bari san Nasional (BN) is "now
wor ki ng the ground” as part of its preparation to face the comi ng genera
el ection expected to be held before April next year

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud predicted that the state's BN
coalition would retain power as the unity within the parties was strong and
devel opnent programres had benefited people fromall walks of |ife over the
past few years.

"The organisation is already there. The cooperati on between the parties

in BNis very good. All the candidates are getting along very well in their
constituencies.
"The chal | enge doesn't seemvery frightening. God willing, we can

expect good results whenever it takes place," he was quoted in an exclusive
interview with Fong Peng Khuan, the editor of Sarawak-based New Reality
bi - nont hl y magazi ne, here, today.

Taib, who is the state BN chairman, said the BN was hopeful to wi n nany
seats to make sure that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d
have good support in Sarawak.

"Hi s governnent has good credibility anong the people of Sarawak and
all the parties of the BN. Qur support has not suffered in any way by
events in Peninsular Ml aysia," he said.

Touching on various issues fromthe civil service, Information
Technol ogy (I T) and econonic matters, Tai b expressed confidence the tinber
i ndustry woul d bounce back this year after experiencing hard tinmes when the
price of tinber fell below cost.

"The recovery is better than anybody has expected a year ago," he said,
adding that the tinber industry in Sabah and Sarawak had bravely weat hered
a difficult econom c peri od.

On the property sector, he said Sarawak was spared the worst scenario
in the real estate business with Kuching being | east affected while Mri
suffered the effect of reccesion but not as bad as sone West Ml aysi an
t owns.

He al so said the setting up of the integrated waste nmanagenent system
in Kuching, the alum na refinery plant in Bintulu and the devel opment of a
forest plantation by Borneo Paper and Pul p woul d further accel erate the
state's econoni c grow h.

He said if successfully initiated, these new project would boost the
econony growth rate to nore than the 5 per cent expected.
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