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Mahat hi r - Deepaval
SCALE OF CELEBRATI ONS YET ANOTHER SI GN OF ECONOM C RECOVERY

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the joyous scal e of cel ebrations for Deepavali and ot her
festivals this year is a sign of the country's econom c recovery.

"I wish to say here that this year's Deepavali and ot her cel ebrations
| ook nerrier because things are | ooking up follow ng the country's econony
recovery,"” he told reporters at the Deepavali open house of Wrks M nister
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu here today.

He said the econom c recovery was evident fromthe people's ability to
spend to celebrate the festivities.

"Looks |ike the people have nore noney to spend, shops are full,
restaurants are full; so this is a good sign because for us to foster good
ties and mai ntai n peace, our econony nust be good," Dr Mahathir said

He said all the people should be thankful that there was no racial
tension in the country.

Samy Vellu, who is MC president, said the Deepavali cel ebrations
showed that unity anong the various races was getting stronger

"I"'msure the integration fromthe festivities in this country has
brought about a | ot of good things for our country."

He said people of all races joined in the Deepavali cel ebrations as
they did for other festivals, and this tradition should be preserved as it
pronoted unity.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the fact that people of
other faiths joined their H ndu friends in celebrating the occasi on was
proof of the unity in the nulti-racial society.

"This is Ml aysia...whether we are Indian or not does not really
matter," said Ling, who is Transport M nister.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said it has been the
tradition in Malaysia for the people to share the joy of festivities
irrespective of their racial and religi ous backgrounds.

"I am proud that many people are joining in the celebrations as this
shows the goodwi || anbng the people. This is something we should be proud
of and strive to preserve because unity calls for cooperation from al
quarters,” he said.

Khalil, who is Information Mnister, said the nurturing of ties anpong
the peopl e had created a strong sense of canaraderie.

Several foreign diplomats who were interviewed prai sed the open house
concept, saying it clearly showed the strong unity anong the various races.

British Hi gh Conmm ssioner to Mal aysia Graham Fry said the culture of
celebrating festivities together in the spirit of Ml aysians was sonethi ng
whi ch should be enulated by the multi-racial societies of other countries.

"One of the great successes of Ml aysia over the years is the way in
which the races mix with each other in peace and harnony and wi t hout any
ki nd of tension," he said.

Hi s sentiment is shared by Finnish Arbassador Erkki Huittinen, who is
i mpressed with the unity anong t he peopl e.

"It's definitely proof of the existing harnony between the various
et hni ¢ groups", he said.

M C deputy president Datuk S. Subramani am who is Deputy Domestic Trade
and Consuner Affairs Mnister, held open house at his residence in Petaling
Jaya near here.

Some 1, 000 people, including foreign diplomats, called on Subramani am



and his wife Datin Tina Suganthi to wi sh them "Happy Deepavali”

Among those present were Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ,
mnisters, fornmer deputy prine mnister Tan Sri Misa Hitam and corporate
| eaders.

Subr amani am sai d the practice of inviting people of other faiths and
races to one's festival could help to pronote unity.

Al'l the people should remain united and support the governnent's
econom ¢ recovery neasures, he said.
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