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Mahat hi r- Scruti ny
SCRUTI NSE OPPOSI TI ON' S ALLEGATI ONS AGAI NST THE GOVERNMENT, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today call ed on the people to scrutinise all allegations
by the opposition against the government |ike charges that the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) governnment is a dictatorship which curtails the freedom of
opposi tion parti es.

"We are not asking the people to believe everything the governnent
says. Make a thorough check first, but make the sane scrutiny on
al | egations by the opposition parties agai nst the governnent.

"I's it true that the BN governnent doesn't care for the welfare of the
peopl e; is the BN governnment wasting governnent funds, extravagant and
i rresponsi ble; and is the governnent incapable of dealing with the attacks
on nation's econony by foreign rogue specul ators," he sai d when opening the
28t h Gerakan del egates conference, here.

Dr Mahathir said that the opposition parties never take into account
the people's well-being and were prepared to nake promni ses they coul d not
possi bl e keep like creating a "Ml aysian Mal aysia", an Islanic state, to
provi de pension paynments to all citizens, to auction Putrajaya and nany
ot her proni ses.

"Such pronises by thenmsel ves show that they believe they cannot win (in
the election), will not be form ng a government to nmeet their prom ses.
They nmake promises only to obtain extra votes for their parties and may be,
wi n several nore seats," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysians had certainly been lucky and it woul d
be nost unfortunate if they harbour hatred towards the governnent without
any reason and try to topple the governmnent.

He said that the governnment never felt threatened over attenpts by
opposition parties in formng a pact Iike the BN coalition but was
concerned over the obvious support for them by foreigners including super
power | eaders.

The prime minister said that Mal aysia had so far been able to defend
itself fromforeign mani pul ati on while nany others stated that what had
happened in other countries would not happen in Ml aysi a.

"But we cannot be certain that they will not happen. |If the people were
to take themlightly, there is a possibility that trouble will break out in
the country. The peopl e nust not believe that our rem nders are just
political ginm cks.

"If they were to all ow thenselves to be influenced by the opposition,

di saster which occurred in other countries will also strike us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that even though many critics were begi nning to change
their views followi ng Malaysia's success in reviving its econony, somne
groups of foreigners still refused to accept the fact that the country was
recovering and in fact managed to naintain harnmony and unity inits
mul ti-racial society.

He said what nakes it sad was that sonme Ml aysi ans t hensel ves were very
fond of adopting the ways of the foreigners and possessed a col oni al
mentality by believing that only outsiders were capable and all their
orders shoul d be obeyed.

"They al so make all egations that the country's judicial systemis not
i ndependent and make criticisns to foreigners. They fail to take into
account that only a court in Ml aysia has ruled that a government party was
unlawful ," he said, referring to Umo being declared unl awful in 1987.



Dr Mahathir said that if it was indeed true that the governnment coul d
direct judges, prosecutors or the attorney-general to do anything, surely
governnent | eaders and friends of the party | eadership would not be dragged
to court or convicted.

"But the same actions were taken agai nst governnment nenbers and friends
of the nation's | eaders |Iike prosecution and conviction on others. W know
it happened that when a | eader of an oppposition party was found guilty,
the sentence i nposed on himwas reduced so that he will not |ose his
parlianentary seat," he said.

El aborating on the country's present econom c situation, Dr Mahathir
said that it was favourabl e and woul d agai n achi eve the pre-crisis growth
rate.

He said that critics had to withdraw their condemmati on because
Mal aysi a's capital control neasures had been recogni sed.

"They have to swall ow their own words," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the country swam agai nst the current when it was
convi nced that recovery neasures advocated by outsiders would only worsen
the situation.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, was net on arrival at the
Ger akan headquarters at Menara PGRM by Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k and other | eaders of the party.

Anong t hose present at the function were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, BN secretary-general Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahnat,
Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and BN conponent party | eaders
i ncl udi ng MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and M C president
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

The conference is attended by sone 1, 700 del egates who will elect a
deputy president of the party and nenbers of the party's central comrttee
for the 1999/2002 term

The party's Youth and Wanita novenents hel d their del egates'
conf erences yest erday.
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