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“Second to none in working for I|slani

MALAYSIAis in the forefront of efforts to enhance the standing of |slam
and the devel opment of its believers and this is acknow edged by Arab
nations including Saudi Arabia and Egypt as well as other Islamc nations
such as Brunei and | ndonesi a.

In fact, in a show of appreciation of the nunerous efforts initiated by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, the Pakistani, Egyptian and
Saudi Arabi an governnents had awarded hi mthe countries' highest awards
for his work on the devel opnent of |slam

This, according to Penang del egate, O hman Desa, showed the Islanmic
nations' gratitude to Malaysia's and its |leaders' initiatives towards the
devel oprent of the religion

"Despite our nunerous achi evenents, we find two or three opposition
| eaders all eging that the Barisan Nasional Governnent, |ed by Umo, has
not done enough for the religion and its believers.

"And when we asked them especially Pas |eaders, to justify their
al | egations, they cannot sinply because they don't even know what they are
tal ki ng about," he said.

He said Pas | eaders, due to | ack of understanding of the religion, had
creat ed confusi on anong Misl i s.

"They clainmed the Governnent, |ed by Dr Mahathir, was agai nst many
I slami c requirenments, including the enforcenent of hudud | aws.

"They are wrong. Umo accepts hudud | aws, but our approach in
i mpl ementing themare different fromPas'.

"W strongly believe the people should first be made to fully understand
what the laws are all about before we introduce them" he said when
secondi ng the notion on religion, social issues and educati on.

He said since 1998, the committee on Syariah and G vil Laws had
i ntroduced various Syariah laws, including Islanmic Fam |y Law, in al
St at es.

He added that the Governnent and Umo had spent billions of ringgit to
ensure anple facilities, including nosques and religious schools, were
provi ded.

"Each year, the Governnent spends RM77 million on conpul sory religious
studi es for school children and RM65 mllion on all religious schools."

In alighter vein, Ghman said he was upset when a cabbie in Abu Dhab
m stook himfor a Japanese when he flagged down the taxi

However, when he said he was from Mal aysia, the cabbie, with a big smle
on his face, responded by asking: "Dr Mhathir?"

This, according to G hnman, showed that Dr Mahathir's reputation,
especially in the devel opnent of |slam had preceeded him The renmark
recei ved t hunderous appl ause fromthe fl oor.
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