27 DEC 1999
Senat e- Debat e
SENATORS CALL FOR FI RM ACTI ON AGAI NST HARAKAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 27 (Bernamm) -- Several Senators today pressed for
stern action agai nst Harakah, the limted-circulation official organ of the
opposition party, PAS, citing that it is inclined to print defamatory
m si nf or mati on.

They rai sed this when debating the Suppl ementary Supply (1999) (No.2)
Bill 1999 at the first sitting of the Dewan Negara followi ng |ast nonth's
general election for the country's 10th Parli anent.

I n demandi ng such action, Senator Datuk Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman al so
urged the authorities to reprinmand the tabloid' s publisher for ignoring a
Home M nistry directive that Harakah be circul ated among PAS nenbers only.

"Harakah is now wi dely sold and easily avail abl e at sundry shops, "
Abdul Azi z said,

Senat or Dat uk Zai nuddin Maidin said he fully concurred with Abdu
Aziz's call but reckoned that there was no need to ban Harakah and it would
suffice to confine its circulation to party nenbers only.

"As a denocracy, we should not ban Harakah and bei ng educated citizens,
we shoul d not be averse to readi ng Harakah," said Zai nuddi n.

Zai nuddi n sai d the people thensel ves woul d eventually shy away from
readi ng Harakah if the tabloid kept printing lies and serving only as a
gossi p- nonger.

"Lies and mi sinformation about cracks devel opi ng at the Kual a Lunpur
Tower ( a city landmark and comruni cati ons tower) and Harakah's pictoria
story about two Mahathirs (Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad)

i n one photograph only nmakes the tabloid nothing nore than an entertai nnent
magazi ne," he said.

PAS wonmen' s wi ng chi ef Senator Jam |l ah Ibrahim who rose to seek
clarification, told the House that the party | eadership did not condone
street sale of Harakah to non-PAS nenbers.

"But hunmans bei ng hunans, the tendency is to do the don'ts. W the
publ i sher of Harakah are not at fault. The culprits are the vendors and the
street-corner stalls which took advantage and i gnored sal es ethics. By al
means act against the cul prits, not against us," said Jam | ah.

Zai nuddin then carried on saying he was happy that Jami | ah nade that
point as this neant that the PAS | eadershi p had endorsed the government's
recent seizures of copies of Harakah from news-stands.

Zai nuddin, while citing today's front-page report in a | oca
est abl i shed broadsheet newspaper, also expressed concern over the spread of
the western craze to usher in the new mllenni umanong Ml aysi an teenagers.

"They braved the sun and were willing to stand in line as early as 4 am
to get free tickets for a so-called coolest party to usher in the new
year," he said.

According to him culture-wise this was very un-Ml aysi an and snmacked
of attenpts by certain quarters to pollute the m nds of young Mal aysi ans.

"It's not that we can't party and cel ebrate the new year but let it
suit our own national inmage," he said.

Al so debating the bill, Senator Zainal Ranpak urged the governnment to
urgently tackle prices of essential itens which he said were spiralling.

He said that even before governnent enpl oyees could receive their 10
per cent salary increments as fromJan 1 year 2000 as announced in the 2000
Budget, prices of goods had already shot up.

"Are we supposed to give a blind eye to this. Who will fight for their



lot?," said Zainal, who is also president of the Ml aysian Trades Uni on
Congress (MIuc).

The MIUC, Fonta (the federation of consunmers associations) and Cuepacs,
the [ argest public sector enpl oyees union, had repeatedly gone to the
ground as "eyes and ears of the Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M nistry,to check public conplaints of rising chicken, he said.

Zai nal said by doing so it was never their intention to blow the issue
out of proportion and create pani c anbng consuners.

Al so speaking on essential items, Senator Datuk Karim Ghani, who was
sworn in earlier in the norning, urged the authorities to |list down and
publicise the nanes of traders who mantain reasonabl e prices agai nst that
of known profiteers who over-priced essential itens.

"This is akin to advertising for such shops in a special pronotion so
t hat consumers know where they can obtain cheaper itens," he said.

This way the governnment would indirectly help both consuners and
traders as well as bring down retail prices, he added.

The Senate's two-day sitting ends tonorrow.

- - BERNAMA

NHA RYN



	SENATORS CALL FOR FIRM ACTION AGAINST HARAKAH (Bernama 27/12/1999)

