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By: Handan Saai d

SEPANG, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today the hosting of the Formula One race at the Sepang F1
Circuit here will bring benefits to Malayians of all incone groups
i ncl udi ng the poor

Anyt hing that hel ped to devel op the country woul d have a spin-off
effect on the people including the poor as there woul d be increased
i nvestnents, tourismand other such benefits, he said.

"Previously Mal aysia was not known to nany...but hol ding the notor race
...the Formula I.. here the world knows where our country is and there will
be greater interest to visit and spend noney in Malaysia," he told
reporters after opening the race.

The exposure Ml aysia received fromthis race was nore val uabl e t han
the millions of ringgit invested on advertisenments, Dr Mahathir said.

For ei gners the worl dover woul d have seen Mal aysia on their TV screens
i ncluding the "The Right Formul a Mal aysi a, Petronas Ml aysia, the Jal ur
Genmi |l ang and this race has projected our country in the eyes of the world,"
he sai d.

"The Jordan Migen-Honda Team Manager Eddi e Jordan nentioned how
i npressed he was about Ml aysia and he regretted the bad press the country
has received fromsections of the foreign press,” Dr Mahathir said.

"Jordan wondered why he did not hear anything good at all about
Mal aysi a as he did not see anything bad here, everything appeared fine to
him"

The Prime Mnister said that he never dreanmt of seeing the FI Race in
Mal aysia |l et al one receiving praise fromall sections of the notorsport
fraternity, fromthe conpetitors, teamnanagers and the |Internationa
Aut onobi | e Federati on (FlI A)

"I am thankful the race went off well and there was no untoward
incident. Al those whom| net were satisfied with the organisation here
and congratul ated all those involved,"” he said.

The experience gained fromthis chanpi onship should be used in the
pl anni ng and organi sing of other races in the future, he added.

Dr Mahathir said the discipline of the professional FI competitors
shoul d serve as an exanple to Ml aysi an athletes, who Iike them should
strive to attain success at international |evel

"I see that racing people |ike Schumacher (M chael) and Hakki nen (M ka)
are very well disciplined. In viewof this they can win. However when we
achi eve even a small victory we tend to | ose our discipline," he said.

The Prime M nister said an indisciplined comunity was unlikely to
attain success and advi sed young children particularly those who were stil
studying to realise the i mportance of discipline.

"The CGovernment can do everything, build this track, put up other
projects but if there is no discipline, sorrylah,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said that after the FI race, the Sepang FI circuit woul d be
upgraded and used for other notorsports activities such as go-kart and 4x4
car race as the circuit was not built just for the FI
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