12/ 10/ 1999
Sepang River pollution blaned on peat soil

Anni e Freeda Cruez; Tinothy Leonard
SHAH ALAM Mbn. - The Sel angor Governnment has blanmed pollution of the
Sepang River on peat soil conditions.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar said the Sepang River which
runs into Negri Senbilan flows through peat soils.

"W want to know which particular stretch that the Prime M nister (Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) spotted is highly polluted so that necessary
steps can be taken to rectify the problem"” he told reporters when asked
to comment on yesterday's New Sunday Tinmes front page story headlined "The
bl ack river of Sepang identified".

Abu Hassan said the matter was brought to his attention yesterday while
he was at the Sepang F1 Circuit.

"l have directed the Departnent of Environnent and State Unity and
Comuni ty Devel opment and Science, Technol ogy and Environment Conmittee
chairman Datuk Ch'ng Toh Eng to |look into the problem and subnmit a
report," he added.

He said the State Covernnment was aware that sonme areas along the river
were highly polluted due to soil conditions.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment Mnister Datuk Law Hieng Ding is
expected to submit a report to the Cabinet on the DCE finding.

The report is to be subnitted following Dr Mahathir's conmment at | ast
week's Cabinet neeting that he had seen a "blackish" river during his
return flight from Zi mbabwe.

In Seremban, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad |sa Abdul Sanmad said he was
confident that the Negri Senbilan side of the river was nuch cl eaner now
with the absence of pig farning in the State.

He said the Runmbai River, which is the main tributary of the Sepang
Ri ver from Negri Senbilan, had al so been cleared of pig waste by the State
Departrent of Irrigation and Drai nage.

He said the departnent had spent about RML million to clean up the
Runbai, together with the Chua, N pah and other rivers at Bukit Pel andok
following the pig culling operation in the area after the viral
encephalitis outbreak killed a nunber of people there, mainly pig farners
and their workers.

Health experts discovered a new virus known as he Ni pah virus naned
after the area where the outbreak took place as the likely cause of the
di sease.

Mohamad |sa said this when asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's conment.
Departnent O Environment director-general Rosnani |barahim had |ater
identified the Sepang and other rivers running through the two States as

bei ng badly poll uted.
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