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Sepang- Qpeni ng (Previ ew)
SEPANG F1 TRACK, W NDOW COF THE WORLD

By: David Chelliah

KUALA LUMPUR, March 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's international inmge wll
propel to greater heights in the newmllenniumw th the opening of the
Sepang International Circuit (SIC) on Tuesday.

The multi-mllion ringgit SIC, the newest and acknow edged as the best
racing track in the world today signifies a new di mension for Malaysia's to
be anong the best service provider in notorsport.

A brave venture and foresightness to construct an ultra-nodern circuit
for the highly charged Fornula One (F1) was nooted by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

His vision to place Malaysia in the international linelight will take
anot her giant | eap when he signals off the chequered flag to decl are open
the 5.542kmcircuit on Tuesday ni ght.

"Mal aysia has place itself in strategic position for the world to
watch. The F1 track is a new |l andmark not only for Mal aysia but also to the
nmotorsports fraternity," said SIC Chief Executive Oficer Datuk Ahnmad Bakri
Shabdi n.

Deened to be anot her success story, the track was constructed on 260
hectares of forner plantation and with neticul ous design, the circuit was
placed in the niddle of a scenic forest.

Wirks on the RM286 million circuit started in Septenber 1997 and was
conpleted late | ast year.

The Proton 300km Merdeka Race fromDec 11 to 13 was the first |oca
chanpi onship to be held at the track, foll owed by Porsche 50th Anniversary
Race on Dec 20.

Besi des hosting the prestigious F1 race on Cct 18 and the Wirld 500cc
Grand Prix Motorcycle Chanpionship on April 17, the circuit poises to nake
Mal aysi a a one-stop centre for notorsports.

Equi pped with the state-of-the art technology, the SICis the only race
track in the world to provide double frontage grandstand area whi ch can
accomuodat e 30, 000 fans.

Anot her 100,000 fans will be able to watch races fromthe spraw i ng
Natural Stands. To add anot her uni que point, about 50 to 70 per cent of the
actual race can be watched by fans wi thout |eaving their seats.

The circuit with a wwdth of 16 netres features 15 turns and ei ght
strai ghts where drivers can access top speed in excess of 300knph. The
| ongest straight is 927 netres at the start-finish straight.

Ahrmad Bakri said the expected good turn-out by international F1 drivers
and 500cc riders for the opening cerenony signifies the i nportance of the
Sepang F1 track for the new season.

Last nonth, the International Road Raci ng Team Associ ation (I RTA)
conducted a pre-season testing by 500cc riders and another big group
i ncludi ng world chanpi on M chael Doohan is expected for the second testing
season from March 11 to 14.

F1 worl d chanpi on M ka Hakki nen is expected to arrive here tonorrow and
presents the Sepang F1 logo to Dr Mahathir at the opening cerenony.

Anmong the F1 drivers expected are the Red Bull Sauber Petronas driver
Jean Al esi and Scuderia Ferrari Marl boro ace Eddie Irvine while Doohan is
al so expected to be at the event.

Various programmes have been lined up for the opening cerenony and
Mal aysi ans shoul d nake an effort to visit the circuit on that day to
wi t ness anot her historic occasion unfolds.



"The event is something which should not be nissed by Ml aysians,"” said
Ahmad Bakri .

Ti ckets are priced at RVvb each for the cerenony.

On the investnment, he said it was worth the cause as the F1 race at the
track woul d becone a platformto pronote Ml aysi a across the gl obe.

"F1 races attract huge world w de tel evision audience, the third nost
wat ched sporting event after the Wirld Cup football and the A ynpic Ganes,"
he sai d.

About 30,000 foreigner visitors are expected for F1 leg here along with
2,000 international technical crew and 600 foreign journalists.

Among t he progranmes on the six-and-half hour opening cerenobny are car
exhi bition, autograph and phot ograph session with F1 personalities, march

band, |aser show, stunt bikes, car and bi kes parade and fireworks.
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