24/ 03/ 1999

Septenber launch for Ml aysia's first microsatellite

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysia is naking final preparations for the |aunch

of the country's first nmicrosatellite - TiungSat-1 - into orbit this
Sept enber .
Constructed at a cost of RM8 million, the microsatellite will be

l aunched into a 1,000-kilonetre orbit by the Russian Space Agency at the
Bai konur cosnodrone in the former Soviet republic of Kazakhstan.

It will ride piggy-back on a METEOR- 3M rocket.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law H eng Ding said
the launch would usher in Malaysia's involvenent in the space industry and
propel WMl aysians into a nore advanced age of science and technol ogy.

Wei ghing less than 50 kil ogramres, the devel opnment of TiungSat-1
i nvol ved the participation of eight Mlaysian engineers

"Al though the entire devel opment of the satellite was done in Surray
Space Centre in the United Kingdom the direct involvenent of the
engi neers had enabled the country to gain tremendous experience and
confidence in the field."

Law told this to reporters after witnessing the signing of an agreenent
on science and technol ogy co-operation between the conpany set up by the
Governnent to operate TiungSat-1, Astronautic Technol ogy Sdn Bhd and the
Russi an Space Agency at his office.

The co-operation will provide a perfect platform for a strategic
partnership in space technol ogy between Ml aysia and Russia.

Astronautic Technol ogy Sdn Bhd was represented by its chairman Datuk
Seri Abdul CGhani Aziz and the mnistry's space science studies research
division director-general Professor Datuk Dr Mazlan O hnan.

The Russian Space Agency was represented by its deputy director Leonid
Makri denko and the Russian trade representative to Malaysia Anatoly
Romanov.

Al so present was Russian Anbassador to Mal aysia Al exey Zhukov.

The launching of TiungSat-1 into an orbit closer to earth than geo-
stationary orbit is inportant for telecomrunications, devel opnent of
aerospace technology and in renote sensing.

The mcrosatellite project was |aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad in 1995.

By October 1997 the satellite was conpl et ed.

However, the launch date was delayed due to difficulty in getting a
delivery vehicle.

( END)



	September launch for Malaysia's first microsatellite (NST 24/03/1999) 

