02 FEB 1999
Abdul | ah- M C ean
"MR CLEAN' TAG SERVES A REM NDER TO ME, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said tonight that the "M C ean" tag given to him by
the I ocal and foreign nedia served as a rem nder

"I take it as a rem nder that | nust be always clean, efficient and
trustworthy. | steadfastly hold to the Prine Mnister's slogan before,"” he
said in a special interviewwth New Straits Times Goup Editor-in-Chief
Datuk A Kadir Jasin aired |live over RTMs TV1.

He said this when responding to a question whether he regarded as a
burden the "M C ean” tag given to himby the |ocal and foreign nedia.

He said the Cean, Efficient and Trustworthy sl ogan which was
popul ari sed since 1982 was not nerely a governnent slogan but was al so
meant to the people fromall strata of society and the private sector

Asked what role he could play as the Deputy Prine M nister, Abdullah
said it depended on the support fromthe people and party.

Abdul | ah said it was inportant that he cooperated and supported Dr
Mahat hir who is the head of government and Bari san Nasional (BN), the
ruling coalition.

He said he regarded the people's high expectations on his appoi nt nent
as the Deputy Prine Mnister as a responsibility he had to shoul der

Asked on the comments of former Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri Misa
H tamin M ngguan Ml aysia recently rem nding Abdull ah on his DPM s post
based on his (Misa) experience working as DPM under Dr Mahathir, Abdullah
sai d he understood his duties.

Recounting his ups and downs in politics, Abdullah said his
re-appoi ntnent to the Cabinet after being dropped for about four years
showed Dr Mahat hir recogni sed his consistent and continued contributions to
umo.

He said al though he had no Cabi net post and was nerely the MP for
Kepal a Batas, he had concentrated his efforts for political activities
nati on-w de.

"To ne, Umo gives an opportunity to struggle in politics for the
country, race and religion. That's why, in ny ups and downs in politics,
will continue nmy struggle in Umo," he added.
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