23 JAN 1999
SERTI NG TRADI NG
SERTI NG S MALAYSI A TRADI NG HOUSE I N S. AFRI CA ENHANCES MSI AN EXPORTS

By: Nor Faridah Abdul Rashid

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23 (Bernamm) -- The Serting G oup, which has
succesful ly established the Mal aysi an Tradi ng House (MH), the first in
South Africa to house quality nade-in Ml aysia products, is all set to
penetrate countries in Northern Africa by ermulating the establishnent of
simlar tradi ng houses.

Yaacob Arshad, Serting's chairman said the South African tradi ng house,
| ocated in Cape Town, has received overwhel m ng response not only from
deal ers and agents in South Africa but also fromcountries |ike Mdzanbi que
Bot swana and Zi nbabwe.

As such, the group ains to set up simlar trading houses in these
countries in 1999 to enhance the narket for Ml aysian exports, he told
Bernama TV in an exclusive intervi ew today.

Yaacob said MIH, which set up base in South Africa August |ast year, is
focused on introduci ng and nmarketi ng Mal aysi an products in that country,
and in Novenber | ast year nanaged to reap sales worth RML.1 million.

He added that the idea to set up the tradi ng house was nooted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad who felt that the Ml aysian private
sector should conpl enent the governnent's effort in pronoting products
over seas.

"Wth the presence of such a tradi ng house, agents and deal ers could
flock there to di scuss business deals and pl ace orders without having to
come to Mal aysia," he added.

In other words, the MIHis there to facilitate the transformati on of
reput abl e Mal aysi an corporations as a conpetitive force on the global arena
and is a testament to the nation's progress, he said, adding that Ml aysi an
products enjoy very high ratings in South Africa.

Yaacob expl ai ned that the group, backed by its abundant experience in
conducting business in South Africa is optimstic that the MI'H concept will
succeed.

He pointed out that the group had commenced business in the property
i ndustry of South Africa way back in 1994 and now owns a hotel - the Lady
Ham | ton Hotel - in Cape Town.

Yaacob al so said that when the MIH was first set up, only | arge orders
were accepted for Ml aysi an-nmade products |ike notorcycl es manufactuted by
Modenas (a nmenber of the DRB-H com Group of Conpani es), househol d appli ances
produced by Mal aysi an El ectric Corporation (MEC), foodstuffs and furniture,
but of late MIH has al so begun conducting retail trade.

He said the market for Ml aysi an-made products were huge in South
Africa and even expressed suprise at the fact that enquiries were received
by the MIH for items such as sardi ne and paper.

Yaacob added that small and medi um scale industries (SMs) could al so
display their products at the MIH

"Di scussions will be held soon with SMs on the possibility of them
havi ng their products pronoted in South Africa," he al so said.

To-date, sone 35 conpanies are displaying their products in the
ni ne-storey Tradi ng House | ocated right in the middle of the picturesque
Cape Town.

Yaacob sai d conpani es or nmanufacturers who are interested to display
their products could contact the Serting Goup at Serting House, 61, Jal an
Maar of , Bangsar, 59000 Kual a Lunpur or Tel: 282 8888, fax: 282 9999.
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