20/ 06/ 1999

“Settl e backl og of divorce cases wi sely'

A WANI TA representative urged the authorities to use their w sdom and
conmpassion to settle the backl og of divorce cases as it has created
hardshi p for Misli mwonen.

Pahang representati ve Ham ah Khati b Awang said the sl ow process had,

i nmany instances, left many wonmen di gantung tak bertali (high and dry).

She said many Muslimwonen encountered problens in getting help fromthe
religious department and syariah courts.

She said a common conpl ai nt of divorced wonen was getting their husbands
to pay mai ntenance

"Pl ease have conpassion for them Many of themwere left on their own to
weat her enotional stormwhich came with the break-up of their famlies. As
the process is slow, nmany single nothers al so cannot marry other nen."

Ham ah was debating the nmotion of thanks for the presidential address.

To overcone the problens, she said, there should be nore allocations to
enpl oy nore religious officials.

She said the tine had cone to exert political will to give better
protection to wonen and children and to see justice served for single
not her s.

Ham ah al so proposed to the Information Mnistry to broadcast the
president's speech on television at prine tine to give the public a clear
picture on the events leading to the dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
fromthe party and Cabi net.

She said this was crucial as the speech had successfully countered al
al | egati ons agai nst the Governnent, party and Dr Mahathir hinsel f.

She added that as the speech was long, it should be broadcast in series.

"I call upon ny hero (Information M nister Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob)
to look into this."

Ham ah also hit out at head of Pas consultative council Datuk Nk Aziz
Ni k Mat for denying wonen their role in the society.

Ham ah urged vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who was
Hone M nister, to exert his power and ban Pas' official newspaper,

Har akah, as it had been used to nislead the people.

She added that despite repeated warnings, Harakah was still being sold
t o non- menbers.
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