29 JUN 1999
Di al ogue
SEVEN HEADS OF GOVT CONFI RM COM NG TO LANGKAW DI ALOGUE

PUTRAJAYA, June 29 (Bernama) -- Seven heads of governnent have
confirmed attendance at the fourth Langkawi International Dialogue (LID) to
be held on the resort island fromJuly 25-28, the organisers said.

They are President Festus G Mogae of Botswana, Prine Mnister Dr
Pakal i tha Bet huel Mosisilli of Lesotho, Dr Sam Nuj ono of Nani bia, President
France Al bert Rene of Seychelles, President Omar Hassan Ahmad Al - Bashir of
Sudan, King Mswati 111 of Swazil and and Presi dent Robert Migabe of
Zi mhabwe.

Presi dent Cassam Uteem of Mauritius has yet to confirm said the joint
chai rman of the Ml aysian I ndustry-G oup For Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) Tan
Sri Dr QOmar Abdul Rahman

This year's LID theme is "Managi ng Econoni ¢ Recovery For Shared
Prosperity - The Smart Partnership Approach," said Dr OQmar, who is al so
j oint convenor for LID"'99.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will open LID '99, which
is expected to be attended by over 250 governnent and private sector
partici pants.

Tel ekom Mal aysia is the major sponsor for the event, he told a press
conference here.

From f eedback, he said the | eaders were keen to know how Mal aysi a deal t
with the economic crisis without disrupting its socio-econonic fabric.

He said there were | essons to be learnt fromthe experiences of
af fected countries under International Mnetary Fund (I M) tutel age and
nations which applied their own recovery neasures.

Dr Omar said the | eaders had also | amented that while constantly urging
countries to deal with economic crisis, nultilateral agencies did not tel
them how to go about doing it.

Unl i ke previous dial ogues, LID"'99 would delve into specific issues
relating to the econom c recovery and possibly | ook into a bal anced
approach in dealing with the problem

Maki ng its debut in 1995, LID has becone increasingly popular in
pronoting smart partnership between the governnment and the private sector,
spawni ng simlar dialogues in Africa and the Cari bbean.

Dr Orar said anot her dial ogue was bei ng pl anned for West Asian
countries in Jordan probably next year.

LID'99 is jointly organi sed by M ght and the London-based Comonweal t h
Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM.
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