08/ 07/ 1999
SA@ chief: Mal aysia an exanple for others

Rozana Sani

MALAYSI A has denonstrated bol dness and | eadership qualities through the
Mul tinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) initiative, which has the potential of
beconming a standard setting high-tech venture in the world.

Silicon Gaphics Wrld Trade Corporation (SGE@) chairman Bob Bi shop said
these strong qualities could be replicated by other nations which intend
to enbark on their own national information technology initiative

According to him other Asian countries had somewhat followed the
precedent set by Japan nany years ago but not exactly on the sane fornula.

"Japan | everaged itself as a world recogni sed technol ogy manufacturer
but it was never really able to surpass the United States.

"Mal aysia on the other hand, is already denonstrating nore bol dness and
| eadership than other Asian countries with the MSC. The Asian nations wll
actually copy this formula nore and nore,” he told reporters at a Press
conference in Cyberjaya yesterday.

Bi shop, who is a nmenber of the MSC International Advisory Panel (IAP)
is in Malaysia for the third MSC | AP neeting which will be held in
Cyberjaya fromJuly 8 to 10.

He said despite the Asian financial crises, the focus and the priority
of MSC has renai ned.

The progress is firstly neasured by the nunber of MSC conpani es which
now stands at 228. In addition, of the 228, there are nore than 100 | ocal
smal | - and nedi um scal e enterprises (SMES).

"The SMEs' participation is as critical as the nultinational
corporations', as there is a need to balance the strategies of the two
groups and create a synergistic transfer of know edge and people. If there
are only MNCs, | think the project would fail," said Bishop.

MSC s progress can al so be neasured by visible projects such as the
Mul tinmedia University, the NIT Laboratory, and Putrajaya which is
synergistic with Cyberjaya.

"Thi ngs have nmoved ahead of schedule. This nakes sense strategically
because in a regional crisis, | believe a venture like the MSC is the
engine to pull us into the future.

"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has understood that and
i s enphasising on continuing the investnent in the MSC " Bishop said.

He neverthel ess stressed that the MSC does have gaps in its
i mpl enentation and that the third | AP neeting will give nenbers the
opportunity to express their opinions on several issues.

According to Bishop, anmpbng the issues he would raise at the | AP neeting
are the devel opnent of social anbience in the MSC and the availability of
funds for venture capital and R&D.
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