04/ 07/ 1999
Shahnon apol ogi ses to Dr M over novel's contents

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

ALOR STAR, Sat. - National |aureate Datuk Shahnon Ahmad has adnitted that
the manner in which he criticised Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad in the
novel Shit was harsh, and has apologised if the Prine Mnister was

of fended or insulted by the contents.

Shahnon told a gathering last night that he did not mean to insult the
Prime Mnister.

"Jika Dr Mahathir tersinggung atau terhina, saya ninta nmmaf tetapi saya
| ansung tidak berniat nenghina dan nengutuknya. Saya juga tidak pernah
menghi na i bu Dr Mahathir."

("If Dr Mahathir is offended or insulted, then | apologise but | did not
in any way nmean to insult or deride him | have also never insulted Dr
Mahat hir's nother.")

The Prinme Mnister had repeatedly said he was of fended by Shahnon's
book. At the Umo general assenbly last nonth, the Umo president said
Shahnon had not only hurled insults at him but also his nother.

He also failed to understand why Shahnon had so much anger and hatred
towards him when he never criticised, what nore insulted the latter.

Dr Mahathir also said that for the Ml ays, insulting one's parents was
nost forbi dden.

Shahnon said he got the idea to wite the novel after neeting forner
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim He said at the neeting,
Anwar had asked himto wite sonething and after thinking about the matter
for sone tine, he started on the novel.

He said national |aureate A Samad Said was anbng several witers
present at the neeting at Anwar's residence after he was sacked.

Shahnon said his conversation with Anwar also touched on allegations of
sexual m sconduct against him (Anwar). He said Anwar responded by asking
himto "wite something".

"I went honme and gave it a thought and this is the product," he added.
Shahnon, who is a life nenber of Pas, received full backing from Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor and head of its consultative council Datuk Nk

Abdul Aziz N k Mat.

The latter had stated that the Quran allows the use of profanities and
that Allah swears.

Ni k Aziz had said on April 27 that the novel, which contained
profanities, was not against the religion.

He said Islam did not bar Muslins from uttering profanities or to insult
a person if they were used at the right place and tine. NNk Aziz said this
was part of human nature.

Shahnon told some 200 Pas supporters that he wote in such a manner in
order to criticise the |eadership of Dr Mahathir and the Governnent.

"Dr Mahathir has ignored criticisns by the opposition in running the
country.

"Thus, as a witer | believe | can point out the mstakes and criticise
him (the Prine Mnister) in the formof a novel, although it was done in a
manner whi ch was rather harsh,” Shahnon said.

Last week, he announced that he would be working on another political
satire which would be nore stinging than Shit. He said wthout
profanities, the book woul d be neani ngl ess.

Asked to conmment on Shahnon's apol ogy, N k Aziz said he did not want to
interfere as it involved other people's affairs. He acknow edged that to



date he had not read the book.
( END)
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