03 JUL 1999
Shahnon- Apol ogy
SHAHNON APOLOJ SES TO DR MAHATHI R

ALOR SETAR, July 3 (Bernama) -- Prof Datuk Shahnon Ahmad nade an open
apol ogy to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast night for insulting the
prime minister in his novel, "SH T".

"If he (Mahathir) feels slighted and insulted, | apol ogi se, but
actually I had no intention whatsoever to insult anyone,” the national
literarary laurette said in a ceramah in Taman Rakyat, Jal an Sul t anah,
here.

Shahnon, a life nmenber of PAS, said the book was not ained at insulting
and condemmi ng Dutuk Dr Mahathir personally but was solely to criticise the
policies of the present governnent | eadership

Dr Mahathir had at the |last Umo general assenbly expressed regret that
Shahnon had gone overboard i n condeming himand insulting his nmother in
t he novel

Several parties had al so sl aimmed t he aut hor because of the crude
| anguage used in the book

Shahnon said he did not make lucrative returns fromthe book as thought
al t hough "SHI T" had recei ved overwhel m ng response.

He said 130,000 copies were sold but the sale of pirated copi es was
twi ce that anount.
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