18 JUN 1999
Umo- Debat e (Apol ogy)
SHAHNON ASKED TO APOLOG SE TO MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- A Perlis Umo del egate wants
national | aureate Datuk Shahnon Ahmad to apol ogi se to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and the prime mnister's nother for allegedly using crude
| anguage agai nst themin his novel "Shit".

Shahnon shoul d al so apol ogi se to his own nother, del egate Azi hani A
sai d when debating on the party president's policy speech at the Umo
General Assenbly here.

"l don't knowif this sonin his 70s still has a nother,"
| aughter fromthe fl oor.

"We Muslins understand that if if we commit a wong by insulting
ot hers, we nust apol ogise to them The opportunity to apol ogi se to Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir is still there but the opportunity to apol ogise to the
nmot hers. ... he has to answer in the hereafter," he said.

Azi hani al so urged Shahnon, who is a PAS nenber, to enul ate Umo
speakers Ustaz Omar Khalid and Ustaz Ghazali Ahnmad who had | eft PAS and
opl enly apol ogi sed for past mi stakes.

Azi hani said PAS | eaders should join Umo if they really wi shed to
defend and fight for Islam

In his policy adress, Dr Mahathir said he was disappoi nted that Shahnon
had all egedly hurled insults at himand his nother.

"I don't know why Shahnon has so nmuch anger and hatred towards ne.
have never criticised Shahnon, nuch less insulted him" he said.

Dr Mahathir said that for the Mal ays, insulting one's parents was
f or bi dden.

According to him Shahnon wote the novel as he was influenced by the
style of witing of Westerners who enpl oyed words that would enbarrass
peopl e uphol di ng Eastern val ues.

Dr Mahathir said that he had nmet Shahnon once and after he becane prine
m ni ster, Shahnon was of fered a hi gh paying job as professor and accorded
recognition as a national literary figure.

"I have never obstructed his progress. H s previous books were all owed
to be used as text books and he certainly gained a lot fromthis. H's short
story, PIEM published in Dewan Sastera (1993) contai ned attacks agai nst me
but I did not react with anger," he said.
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