19 JUN 1999
Abdul | ah- Umo ( Croni es)
SHARES RECI PlI ENT LI ST PROVES OPPGCSI TI ON CLAI M UNFOUNDED

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- Umo today rel eased a list of
reci pients of special shares and Finance M nistry projects when Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwas the minister.

This is to enabl e Mal aysi ans nmake own interpretations of allegations of
cronyi smand nepoti smagai nst a few national |eaders.

Deputy Prine M nister Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said the decision to
release the list during the Umo general assenbly, which entered the third
day today, reflected transparency of the governnent.

"This is the transparency the people want. They want to know what takes
pl ace," he said.

Abdul ah, who is also Umo vice president, told reporters this when
approached about the |ist being displayed at the | evel -four | obby of the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre, the venue of the party's general assenbly.

Li sted reci pients of shares included several of Anwar's famly nenbers
nanely his father Datuk |brahi mAbdul Rahman and younger brot her Marzukhi

Abdul | ah sai d several national |eaders, including Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n have
been accused of farm ng out contracts and shares to their cronies.

He said the latest |ist would prove that such all egations were
basel ess.

"Let the people see the list and nmake their own deductions,” he said.

The Iist naned recipients of special shares and privatised projects
from1993 to 1998, the period when Anwar was finance ninister until his
dism ssal fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2 1998

Umo sacked himas deputy president the next day.

Anwar, who was made finance minister on March 15 1991 and deputy prinme
mnister in 1993, is now serving a six-year jail termfor corrupt practice
of abusing his position.

The |ist, headlined "Special Bumi putera shares allocated by the Finance
Mnistry from1993 to 1998" cones into two sub-lists.

The first item sed the shares and the second, privatised projects.

The second sub-1ist, headlined "Privatisation projects awarded to
supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mthrough the Economi ¢ Planning Unit",
grouped the projects into those for which the agreenents have been si gned
up to last Tuesday and those yet to be signed.

Up to last June 15, a total of 18 projects already signed for were
gi ven to conpanies with Anwar's supporters as the mmjor share-hol ders.

One of such conpanies is Syarikat Express Rail Link Sdn Berhad which
was awarded the RM2. 4 billion Express Rail Link connecting the city to the
new KL I nternational Airport in Sepang.

The fornmer Pul au Pinang Umo Youth chief Rahi m Ghouse is the company's
maj ori ty share-hol der.

Asimlar list was al so displayed at |last year's Umo general assenbly.

Umo decided to publicise the list last year and this year after the
Umo Yout h chi ef then Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di openly accused the
governnent of nepotismand cronyism

Zahi d nmade the allegation upon Anwar's instructions.

In his presidential address to the assenbly yesterday, Dr Mahathir said
Zahid's accusation fornmed part of Anwar's plot to topple and take over the
Umo | eader shi p.

However, Dr Mahathir said, the plot failed as the 1998 Umo genera



assenbly did not show opposition to himand the show of trust nade hi mstay
on as party president.

Dr Mahat hir said Anwar had hoped that if the econony deteriorated, the
governnent woul d be bl aned by the people, especially del egates to the 1998
assenbly, then the party president would step down.
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