28 OCT 1999
Demand
17-PA NT PETI TI ON SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN MADE- MALAY CHAMBER

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- The pre-el ection demands nade by
Chi nese guilds and associ ati ons appear to be a threat to the Governnent and
shoul d not have been made, Acting President of the Kuala Lunpur City Mal ay
Chanmber of Commerce Syed Amin Al Jeffri said today.

He said the so called 17 points seemed to indicate that the Governnent
had not been fair in handling the interests of the various races in the
country.

"They shoul d not nake such demands. What is the notive...it |ooks as if
they want to draw up a Constitution for Ml aysia," he told reporters at his
office here.

Syed Amin said his chanber would send a letter objecting to the denands
to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad by tonorrow

He said anong the 17 points unacceptable to the chanber were:

* Formul ating an Act to prevent racial discrimnation and aboli shing
the distinction of races as Buni puteras and Non-Bum put er as.

* Drawi ng up el ection boundaries based on the principle of one person
one vote, reviving local government elections and hol ding elections for the
Upper House of Parliament, the Dewan Negara and

* Allocation of land to farners irrespective of race and the abolishing
of the quota system based on race.

Syed Amin said the governnent at present was clearly |ooking after the
interests of all WMl aysians nade up of various races and religions.

He said his chanber fully supported the governnment's policies and stood
solidly behind it because through its system of adm nistration al
Mal aysi ans of various races were able to enjoy wealth and were free to
practise their respective religions and cul tures.
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