31/ 08/ 1999
“Show e proof that | tried to cover up'

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad today said his forner
deputy shoul d show proof that he (the Prime Mnister) had attenpted to
cover up corruption investigations involving a Mnister.

Commenting on allegations that he was not addressing the contents of a
police report |odged by fornmer Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar

I brahim Dr Mahathir said: "That is his allegations ... he nmust show the
proof .

"What is the proof that | prevented action (against the Mnister), how
did | prevent, what did | do to prevent," he said when asked if he had
prevented action frombeing taken against |International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz for alleged corruption.

Dr Mahathir said this in response to a question on all egations by
Anwar's forner political secretary Mohd Ezam Mohd Noor that he (Dr
Mahat hir) was not answering to the contents of Anwar's police reports but
was diverting people's attention to other issues.

Anwar had | odged a police report against Dr Mahathir last nonth alleging
that the Prine Mnister prevented the Attorney-CGeneral fromprosecuting
Raf i dah for corruption.

Asked if his response neant he was denying the allegations, Dr Mahathir
said: "I amnot denying anything ... ask himto show (proof) first, | know
what to say. He said | prevented (action frombeing taken), show how | did
this. Did | put a kayu gal ang (barricade) or what?"

On whether the authorities would heed calls to investigate the reports,
Dr Mahathir said: "Wich one? Ask himto give and we can investigate. W
have to investigate if the docunents are genuine ... sonetinmes it could be
forged. They can do many things ... they can take Governnent docunents and
type anyt hing."

Dr Mahathir al so said Anwar coul d have taken docunents, including
i nvestigation papers he was not allowed to, when he was in office.

Dr Mahathir said he had never taken any investigation papers when he was
Horme M nister but Anwar could have done so to bl ackmail others when he
becanme Prine M nister.

"He used to call the police, Anti Corruption Agency and many ot her
of ficers when he was in office.

"He did this although it was not his right to do so ... the officers
coul d have reported to hi mabout certain accusations ... they could have
gi ven hi mdocunents. After all he was hol ding a very high post.”

On reports quoting the Kelantan Menteri Besar's Press secretary Wan
| smai | Wan Jusoh as saying the people of the state no | onger held the
Kel antan royal famly in high regard, Dr Mahathir said: "It is not the
Kel ant an peopl e but only fanatical Pas nenbers.

"I think the Kel antan people, including Pas supporters, respect the
Royal family," he said, adding that Pas | eaders seened to have gone crazy
in their quest for power until they were willing to condem the pal ace.

Dr Mahathir said it was against the |aw to condemm Ml ay Rul ers and Wan
Ismail's statenment woul d be investigated upon and acti on woul d be taken.

( END)
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