01 SEP 1999
PPP- Deny
SHOW PROOF THOUSANDS COF PPP MEMBERS HAVE JO NED M C, SAWY VELLU TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- The People's Progressive Party (PPP)
has asked the M C to show proof that 20,000 PPP nenbers have joined the
party or face a legal suit.

PPP president Datuk M Kayveas said today the MC had "resorted to al
ki nds of cheap publicity stunts " to discredit the PPP, the |atest being a
cerenony held at Melewati Stadiumin Shah Al amyesterday in which Sany
Vel lu was reported to have recei ved 20,000 applications to join the party
fromformer PPP nenbers.

"As every valid PPP nenber carries a party identity card (ID), | want
Sany Vellu to send to the PPP headquarters these 20,000 IDs to prove there
actual |y have been 20,000 of our party nmenbers joining the MC. If he fails
to do so, we will take |legal action against himand the MC " he said.

He told Bernama that the PPP had had enough of the efforts by the MC
to undermne the PPP, and he planned to nmeet Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad with a viewto putting a stop to such
sabot agi ng anong BN parti es.

Calling on PPP nenbers to remain calm Kayveas described today's
newspaper reports about the 20,000 PPP nenbers joining the MC as "the
bi ggest hoax of the millenniun'.

Kayveas al |l eged that the M C had nmade nunerous attenpts to "hijack" PPP
menbers, especially with the general election drawing near, despite calls
by Dr Mahathir for all BN conponent parties to concentrate all efforts and
resources on wi nning the com ng polls.

"l just cannot understand Samy Vellu's attitude towards a fell ow BN
party like the PPP. Is he afraid of our grow ng support, especially anong
the Indian comunity?" said Kayveas, who added that PPP now had 250, 000
regi stered nmenbers with 30,000 nore being registered.

Sany Vellu was al so reported to have said at yesterday's gathering that
anot her 24, 000 nenbershi p applications fromex-PPP menbers were expected to
be submitted to the MC within the next two or three weeks.

Kayveas said that follow ng the press reports of the "mass defections”
of PPP nenbers as clainmed by the MC, the PPP headquarters had been
recei ving non-stop calls fromparty nenbers who expressed anxi ety over the
| at est devel opnents.

"l call on party menbers not to be alarmed. Qur checks showed that
there has been no such resignations of our nenbers. PPP nmenbers shoul d know
M C better," he added.
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