05 NOV 1999
Deepaval i - Message
SHOW THE WORLD HOW UNI TED WE ARE, SAYS SAMY VELLU

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 5 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu
has called on H ndus in the country to show the world how united Ml aysi ans
are by inviting as many people fromthe different faiths to their Deepaval
"open house".

"By doing so, it will not only foster racial unity but al so bear
testinony to a united Mal aysia, blessed with political stability and
econom ¢ progress,” he said in his Deepavali nessage.

Deepaval i is on Sunday.

Sanmy Vel lu said sone outsiders were out to portray Mal aysia as a
country wecked by political and econonic havoc so as to divide and nake
t he peopl e hate the governnent.

Mal aysi ans shoul d al so be wary of attenpts by certain quarters to stir
racial hatred, said Sany Vellu, who is also Wirks Mnister.

Certain quarters were using racial issues to destroy the unity fostered
by the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnment in the |last 42 years, he said.

"But thanks to the strong conmtnent and will shown by the people, we
have nanaged to ward off their evil attenpts and remai ned strong and united
till today," he said.

Enphasi si ng that Deepavali is about good prevailing over evil, Sany
Vel lu called on Mal aysians to renew their comrtnent to nmaking the country
a better place to live in and turning this year's Deepavali a unique
celebration this nmillennium

"Let us meke this Deepavali yet another nenorable one not only for us
but to our beloved country,"” he said, expressing hope that the "open house
tradition be sustained as part of the Ml aysian culture.

Sany Vellu said the Indian conmunity, conprising 80 per cent H ndus,
had reaped many benefits brought about by the BN government and w t hout
exception, they too stand to enjoy nore spin-offs fromthe 2000 Budget
tabl ed a week ago.

Calling on the Indians to continue supporting the governing BN
coalition and the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, he said the
new m || enni um woul d see new opportunities and chall enges for them

Sany Vellu and wife Datin Seri Indrani wi shed all H ndus a very Happy
Deepaval i .

In his nmessage, Cuepacs president N. Siva Subramani amsai d as Ml aysi an
H ndus cel ebrate Deepaval i, they should be thankful for the preval ent peace
and racial harnmony in the country.

Moreover, this year's Deepavali would al so be celebrated at a tine of
st eady econom c recovery but with no burdensone increase in prices of
goods.

"W must treasure the peace the country offers. W have to play a nore
i mportant role in bringing about further progress to Mal aysia," he added.

Mal aysi a Hi ndu Sangam presi dent A Vaithilingamremn nded Deepaval
nmerry- makers agai nst consum ng al cohol because Deepavali shoul d be observed
as a holy day neant for prayers and thanksgi vi ng.

He criticised the Tam | newspapers for their daily excessively
colourful liquor advertisenents in the |ast few weeks while the
Mal ay- | anguage and sone of the English-Ianguage newspapers have totally
excl uded al cohol adverti senents.

DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang al so wi shed all Ml aysi an H ndus a
very Happy Deepavali .



"Let Deepavali 1999 usher in a new nillenniumwhere good triunphs over

evil, starting with the restoration of justice, freedom denbcracy and good
governance of Mal aysia," Limsaid.
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