23 JUN 1999
Hami d- Cont enpt
EX- LORD PRESI DENT G VES VI EAS ON CONTEMPT OF COURT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernamm) -- A person does not conmt contenpt of
court if he speaks about another person on matters unrelated to the
latter's court case, according to forner Lord President Tun Hamid Omar.

"If someone nmakes a comment but not related to the case, offhand
would say it's not (in contenpt of court). W have to balance it with the
freedom of speech,” he told reporters after |aunching the website of the
Mal aysi an Red Crescent Society here today.

He said the Federal Constitution guarantees that one of the fundanental
rights of a person is the freedom of speech.

He said if comments were nmade on the court's weaknesses and strengths,
then that woul d be consi dered as contenpt of court.

Ham d was asked to conment on whether Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had comritted contenpt of court when he spoke about his
former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mduring | ast week's Umo genera
assenbl y.

When asked agai n whether Dr Mahathir was in contenpt of court, Ham d
said: "I think it's an easy question (but) difficult to answer because
contenpt of court is such a highly technical subject. So you have to
consi der everything before you can even express your view on the matter."

He again stressed that criticising matters directly before the court
and on appeal would be in contenpt of court.

"But if he says sonething, may be about Anwar but on other things not
related to the subject matter before the court, then you have to bal ance it
with the freedomof speech.”

"A person has that freedom guaranteed by the constitution. So there
must be a balance. If you cannot say anything at all there nust be
somet hing wong with the fundanental right given to you under the
constitution,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir, reacting to a bid by Anwar's defence | awers to cite him
for contenmpt of court, had al so maintained that he was not in contenpt of
court when he spoke about Anwar's m sconduct at the Umo general assenbly.

Anwar, who is serving a six-year jail termfor corruption, is currently
on trial for sodony.
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