04/ 12/ 1999

Silent drill wows the crowd

W TH synchroni sed dexterity, 32 naval provosts from the Royal Malaysian

Navy performed a silent precision drill before the Prinme Mnister and
of ficers representing the foreign naval fleet anchored off Porto Ml ai.
The 15-minute drill was the start of the Lima '99 Maritinme March Past at

Kuah yesterday norning.

The provosts performed with specially-nodified M16 rifles that
glitterred. Each gun was fixed with a bayonet.

Appl yi ng i magi nati ve dance-|i ke manoeuvres and novenents, the provosts'
per f ormance wowed the big crowd.

Al though a few provosts nmissed a beat or two, the drill was executed
well, the highlight of which was the twirling of the rifles and
synchroni sed exchanges of the guns in md-air.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who was acconpanied by his wife Datuk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar
Must apha, honoured the nmarch past of naval officers and sailors from RW s
KD I ndera Sakti, KD Lekir, KD Mahawangsa and KD Hang Tuah, BNS Osnan
(Bangl adesh), FNS Siroco (France), KRl Pandrong (Indonesia), PNS Tariq and
PNS Nasr (Pakistan), BRP Dagupan City and BRP Heneral (the Philippines),
RSS Daring (Singapore) and USS Vincennes (United States).

The mar ch- past was acconpani ed by the RVWN Band and the United Kingdonm s
Royal Marine Band.

After the naval march, the show continued with cultural dances,
including an el aborate dance and pantomi nme from Sar awak.

Dr Mahathir |ater witnessed the signing of 13 nenoranda of understanding
and contracts at Porto Ml ai.
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