20 JUN 1999
Si ngapor e- Mahat hi r
S| NGAPORE NEWSPAPERS FRONTPAGE MAHATHIR' S CRI TI Cl SM

SI NGAPORE, June 20 (Bernanmm) -- Singapore's newspapers today frontpaged
Mal aysi an Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sl anm ng an
editorial by the republic's Business Tines for suggesting that Ml aysia
woul d be better off with a newteamin the next mllennium

The Engli sh-1anguage newspaper Sunday Ti mes and Mal ay-| anguage Berita
M nggu reported extensively Dr Mahathir's criticismof the editorial on
Fri day which also said that Malaysia's ruling coalition, Barisan Nasiona
had "very | ow propensity for renewal ".

BT, which is not published on Sunday, also said "things cannot bode
well for its future" if Umo has to | ook back to Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah or
Tan Sri Musa Hitamfor the party | eadership

Musa was fornmerly deputy prine mnister and Umo deputy president and
Tengku Razal ei gh, a former party vice-president.

Bl ari ng the headlines "Mahathir | anbasts BT for editorial", the Sunday
Times highlighted Dr Mahathir's criticismof the Singapore nedia for
"havi ng a habit of passing nasty comments."

It also carried simlar-veined reactions from Mal aysi an Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar and Unmo Youth acting chief Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein

Excerpts froma stinging editorial from Ml aysia' s own Busi ness Ti nes
pi cked up by Reuters was published with the newspaper describing its
Si ngapore' s nanesake as "hypocritical", noting that Singapore's now Seni or
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew had been prinme mnister for 31 years, |onger than Dr
Mahat hir's 18 years.

"Per haps, the Singapore Business Tines was trying to tell Ml aysi ans
not to nmake the sanme mi stake that Singaporeans did in this departnent,™
sai d the Ml aysi an Busi ness Ti nes.

The Berita M nggu carried a headline sinmilar to the Sunday Ti nes,
"Mahat hir Bi das Akhbar Singapura” (Mahathir sl anms Si ngapore newspaper).

Al'l of Singapore's eight daily newspapers belong to the sane conpany,
Si ngapore Press Hol di ngs, generally seen to be linked closely to the
gover nnent .

- - BERNAMA

TCL RYN



	SINGAPORE NEWSPAPERS FRONTPAGE MAHATHIR'S CRITICISM (Bernama 20/06/1999)

