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Si ngapor e- Mahat hi r
S| NGAPORE PAPER SLAMVED FOR MEDDLI NG | N M SI AN AFFAI RS

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Just as Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was war ni ng Mal aysi ans of attenpts by foreigners to neddle in
Mal aysi an affairs, a Singapore daily has seen fit to suggest that Ml aysia
will be better off led by a newteamin the new m |l ennium

The Singapore "Business Tines" in its editorial today said for Dr
Mahat hir, w nning the next el ection alone would not seal his |egacy.

"That will only come if he can set the foundations for Ml aysia's
sust ai ned econom c progress in the new mlleniumunder a new team

"That will be served best if he allows fresh faces to energe and new
i deas to bl ossom " the newspaper said.

The editorial cones a day after Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president,
guashed tal k of hi mannouncing his resignation at the 53rd Umo Assenbly
whi ch opened t oday.

The paper said as Mal aysia's | ongest serving prinme mnister, Dr
Mahat hir had an assured place in history.

"But how he will be renmenbered will depend al so on how he hands over
power. In particular, will he end up hoggi ng the stage for |onger than he
shoul d?"

The paper al so said "things cannot bode well for its (Ml aysia's)
future" when the nanes of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah dan Tan Sri Musa Hitam
were being mentioned for a possible return in the Umo | eadership.

It said the Barisan Nasional coalition had been characterised by
conmponent parties which show a very | ow propensity for renewal .

It pointed out that Dr Ling Liong Sik had been at the hel mof the MCA
since 1986, Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu of MC since 1980 and that even
Gerakan had not seen a | eadership change for nore than a decade.

The Business Tinmes is the sole business daily in Singapore, which
itself had seen only one change of prine mnister since its independence in
1965. Lee Kuan Yew stepped down in 1990 after 31 years in office but
continues to serve as Senior Mnister.

Conmenting on the editorial, Tengku Razal eigh said it was inproper for
the paper to conment on the | eadership of this country.

"They are agents trying to incite trouble,"” he said.

"Peopl e who have this kind of view have notives to di srupt good
rel ati ons between countries and peoples.”

Tengku Razal ei gh said judging fromDr Mahathir's speech at the opening
of the Umo general assenmbly here today, it clearly denponstrated his
| eader shi p.

"The people still want himto continue," he said.

"The | eadership of the country will be deterni ned by the people of this
country and the | eadership of the party will be determ ned by the nenbers
of the party and not foreign papers and journalists |ike this," Tengku
Razal ei gh said

Wrks Mnister and M C | eader Datuk Samy Vellu also criticised the
paper for neddling in the internal affairs of the country.

"They have no right to speak about the | eadership of this country. Only
t he peopl e of Ml aysia can decide what is good for the country," he said.

Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk |brahimAli
described the editorial as "very unbecom ng and undenocratic".

"I think they know that we practise denocracy. Denocracy neans anybody
who has the support of the people should continue to serve themand the



country," said Ibrahim who is also an Umo Suprene Council nenber.
He said Umo nenbers were solid in their support for Dr Mahathir.
Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas chi ded the
paper for being insensitive to the feelings of Ml aysians.
He said the paper's comment was uncal |l ed for.
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