20 JAN 1999
Si ngapor e- Mal aysi a
S| NGAPORE WANTS TANJONG PAGAR SOVEREI GNTY DECLARED FI RST

SI NGAPORE, Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia nust recogni se Singapore's
sovereignty over the Tanjong Pagar imrgration dispute first before the two
countries can proceed to resolve all outstanding bilateral issues as a
package, Foreign Mnister S.Jayakumar said today.

He told Parlianment that Singapore had given Ml aysia a nonth to produce
its legal arguments to operate its custons, inmgration and quarantine
(ClQ facilities at the Tanjong Pagar rail station, here.

"W have inforned Malaysia that if they do not produce their |ega
argurments in one nonth's tine, we will assune that they no | onger wish to
pursue their legal claimto be at Tanjong Pagar," he said.

Ber nama under stands fromforeign mnistry officials here that the
deadl i ne begins a nonth fromthe end of Ranmadan

Jayakumar sai d Singapore could not proceed to the negotiating table to
resol ve the package of outstanding i ssues agreed upon by the prine
mnisters of the two countries |last nonth w thout the acknow edgenent of
Si ngapore's sovereignty over the ClQ matter.

He said Singapore's position was that Malaysia's CIQfacilities in
Tanj ong Pagar were not based on legal or extra-territorial rights but were
at the "l eave and consent of the Singapore governnment".

The Cl Q controversy broke out |ast August when Singapore shifted its
ClQfacilities fromthe Tanjong Pagar station to the northern Wodl ands
checkpoint on Aug 1 while Malaysia's imrmigration continued to operate from
there.

The rail service has been nmanaged by Ml aysia's KTM Berhad since it
began in the 1920s under British colonial rule.

Jayakumar said Malaysia did not neet a Dec 15 deadline to submt its
| egal argunents and on Dec 26, Malaysia's then Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi replied that the | atest agreement between the prine
mnisters of the two countries on Dec 17 to discuss all outstanding
bilateral issues as a package including the CIQ matter, superseded any
previ ous under st andi ng.

Abdul | ah, who is now Deputy Prime Mnister, also said that Ml aysian
officials woul d be ready to begin negotiations sonetinme after Hari Raya
Aidilfitri that was cel ebrated yesterday.

Jayakumar said he replied to Mal aysia on Dec 30, pointing out that
Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong had told his Ml aysian counterpart,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, that Ml aysia woul d have to recogni se
Si ngapore's sovereignty and not claimthat it had a legal right to operate
its CIQin Singapore.

"PM Goh added that although there was no | egislation allow ng Ml aysi an
| mmigration to operate in Singapore, he was prepared to discuss the
possi bl e location of Malaysia's ClQfacilities in Singapore as part of a
package of bilateral issues to be resolved," he said.

Jayakumar said the i ssue was a question of Singapore's sovereignty,
just as Mal aysia had exercised its right to close its airspace to Singapore
air force planes | ast Septenber.

To a question on Singapore's next nove if Malaysia failed to do so,
Jayakumar said he did not want to pre-judge the situation and woul d wait
for Mal aysia's response first.

Asked if the package of negotiations included a proposal to build a new
bridge to replace the exisiting causeway |inking Singapore and Ml aysi a,



Jayakumar said the matter was not part of the package.

He said Singapore had yet to be officially informed by the Ml aysi an
governnent of any plans despite press reports that a consorti umwoul d be
undert aki ng the project.

"Any proposal to build a bridge nust be agreed to by the two
governnents, " he said.
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