28 JAN 1999
Moggi e-Sirim
SIRIM TO ABSORB SOVE OF THE FUNCTI ONS OF TELECOMS DEPARTMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- SirimBhd is expected to absorb sone
of the functions of the Tel ecommuni cati ons Department when the depart nment
is replaced by the Comuni cations and Ml ti medi a Conmi ssion on April 1.

Ener gy, Conmuni cations and Miuti media M nister Datuk Leo Mbggi e said
t oday di scussions were underway for Sirimto take over functions |like the
approval of equi prent.

"Sirimalready has this function in other industries. The mnistry and
ot her rel evant agencies are talking to see if this will be the better
option," he told reporters after |launching Malaysia's first e-nmail pagi ng
for network personal conputers called "Easy Reach".

Moggi e said currently the approval and testing of tel ephone equi pnent
and comuni cati ons gadgets were carried out by the Tel ecomuni cations
Depart nent .

"l don't see the neccessity for such things to be done by the
comm ssion. Sirimhas the capacity to do that while the conm ssion can be
i nvol ved nmore with issues pertaining to conpetition, dealing with other
countries, and commercial, rather than technical matters," he said.

Moggi e confirmed that the comm ssion woul d conmence operations on Apri
1 when the Tel econmuni cati ons Act 1950 and the Broadcasting Act 1981 were
repl aced by the Communi cations and Miul ti medi a Act 1998.

He said the staffing structure of the conm ssion was being attended to,
and a briefing and workshop on this matter would be held on the third week
of February.

"W will explain to the industry players and al so expect to get sone
feedback fromthem This will help us finalise the draft on sone of the
regul ati ons that needed to be put in place,” he said.

The establishnent of the conmi ssion was announced by Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast Cctober. The commission will be the
sol e supervi sory body on comruni cati ons and nul tinedia activities.

Moggi e al so said that five pilot projects had been identified in
appl ying alternative technol ogi es for wi der access to Infornmation
Technol ogy (I T) for people living in rural areas.

"W hope to start next nonth. W need to know how to bring access and
what type of content the people need. This pilot project will give us some
i dea," said Mbggie, who is also the chairman of the Electronic Conmunity
Task Force.
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