16 JUL 1999
LI D- SPOUSES
SI TI HASMAH TO LEAD LADI ES DI ALOGUE AT LID ' 99

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernama) -- Spouses of some 11 heads of
governnent attending the 4th Langkawi International Dialogue (LID'99) from
July 25-28 will hold discussions on how wonen can contri bute to econom ¢
recovery during the financial crisis.

"First ladies are leaders in their own right and can contribute
significantly during interactions at Langkaw ," Tan Sri Dr Qmar Abdu
Rahman, the chairman of the Mal aysian I ndustry-Goup for H gh Technol ogy
(M GHT), said.

Dr Omar, who is al so Science Advisor to the Prime Mnister, said this
was a new feature of LID'99 which was included followi ng special requests
by the spouses thensel ves.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah is expected to nbderate the special session
but the spouses will also join their husbands in other interactions during
t he di al ogue whi ch has attracted sone 300 participants from 38 countri es.

He said this after a cheque presentation cerenony during which M GHT
recei ved sponsorships to the tune of RVb12,000 from 21 nmj or corporations,
both | ocal and foreign.

Tel ekom the major sponsor for the event to the tune of RML.5 nmillion,
had si gned a sponsorshi p agreenent earlier.

"The quant um of sponsorship received denonstrates a heal thy show of
support fromthe corporate sector for the dialogue," said Dr Onar.

Besi des the 11 heads of governnment, he said the latest to confirmhis
participation was Tai wanese M nister of Finance Dr Paul Chiu Cheng-hsiung.

Dr Paul, along with Malaysian officials, will relate the experiences of
how their respective econonies coped with the financial crisis by taking
recovery neasures without the tutel age of the International Mnetary Fund
(1 MF).

By contrast, Thailand' s Deputy Prime Mnister Dr Supachai Panitchpakd
will give the experience of a country which received financial assistance
fromthe I MF, he said.

The Smart Partnership concept made its debut at the first LIDin July
1995.

Smart Partnership pronotes networking, not only between business
sectors in a national and international context but al so between
governnents, the business sector, |abour unions and other interest groups,
to explore opportunities to pronote i nvestnent, business and prosperity.

This year's dial ogue is thened "Managi ng Econonmi ¢ Recovery for Shared
Prosperity - The Smart Partnershi p Approach. "

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will noderate a session
entitled "LID'99, The Way Forward 2000 and Beyond" which will include
interventions fromthe heads of governnent.

Dr Ormar said there will also be anot her special session anpbng business
| eaders as well as presentations |led by Malaysia Airports Bhd on the snart
partnership winning formula of the Forrmula One project with enphasis on
busi ness opportunities, technology transfer as well as tourismpronotion
and publicity. -- BERNANVA
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