02 NOV 1999

SI TI ZAHARAH CRI Tl CI SES MARI NA FOR HER ALLEGATI ONS

ALOR GAJAH, Nov 2 (Bernamm) -- Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
has criticised National Justice Party (Keadil an) vice-president Marina
Yusof for alleging that the judiciary is controlled by the governnent.

The judiciary had al ways been i ndependent and everyone in the country
shoul d respect the courts and observe the country's | aws, she told
reporters after visiting the site of the proposed Taman Seri Permata
housi ng project in Masjid Tanah, near here, today.

Siti Zaharah, who is also Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent,
was conmenting on Marina's statenment that she woul d not chal | enge the
statutory declaration made by fornmer Bank Negara assi stant governor Datuk
Abdul Miurad Khalid, alleging that if she did so, she would not get a fair
hearing in court.

Marina all eged that the courts were now controlled by Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

Siti Zaharah said that the country's judicial systemshould continue to
be uphel d.
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