09 JAN 1999

SI TI ZAHARAH REGARDS PROMOTI ON AS RECOGNI TI ON TO WOVEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Deputy Health Mnister Datuk Dr Sit
Zahar ah Sul ai man has descri bed her appointnment as minister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent as a recognhition to wonen in the country.

Siti Zaharah, the Wanita Umo chief, said that she was grateful to
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for the trust placed in her

"This is a pleasant surprise,” she told Bernama TV.

Dr Mahat hir announced her new appointnment after a visit to the
I mm gration Departnent headquarters, here, today.

Yest erday, when announci ng the Cabinet reshuffle after the Umo Suprene
Counci| meeting here, Dr Mahathir stated that Siti Zaharah was noving to
the Prinme Mnister's Departnent as deputy mnister but nade a correction on
her appoi nt rent today.

Siti Zaharah said that she would concentrate in assisting to strengthen
t he governnent's admi nistrative machinery in her new post.
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