13/ 08/ 1999
Siti Zaharah: Unwi se to rock the boat

Ram an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Wanita Umo head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said
today strengthening the nmovenent to face the general election should be
the main concern anong nmenbers now.

To those unhappy with her |eadership, Siti Zaharah has this to say: "Let
menbers assess mny performance and decide, and the best forumto do this is
at the party election.™

She said it was unwise for any dissatisfied group to "rock the boat" now
which could split the novenent, adding that if anyone wanted to chall enge
her | eadership, they should wait until the general election was over.

"I f someone chooses to do that now, it is a selfish act as they are only
t hi nki ng about thenselves but not that of the party," she said after a
nmeeting with a group of Infornmation Departnment officers from Kedah at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Siti Zaharah is also Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment

Asked whet her her recent aborted reshuffle in the comrittee |ine-up had
caused a split and there existed groups aligned to certain leaders in the
novenent, she said:

"W have to show that we are united and can work together. It is
pointless to give a pledge to work together in neetings but doing
somet hi ng el se outside."

She said it was inportant that |eaders adhered to the decision that
strengt hening the moverent was the nost inportant thing to do now.

"W should stick to this and do not create issues when there are
actually none. |If one goes agai nst decisions agreed earlier, they are
breaki ng the code of ethics."

Siti Zaharah said nenmbers should place party interests above anything
el se, thus any differences or dissatisfaction against the |eadership
shoul d take a back seat until after the general election

On the aborted reshuffle, she said the matter was considered cl osed
addi ng that she would deal in the exco neeting on clainms that sone exco
menbers were unhappy with her | eadership.

"The need to cl ose ranks does not arise as all have agreed to work
toget her. Instead, what should be done now is to ensure that everyone
di scharges their duties efficiently at all levels," she said.

On the exco neeting on Tuesday, Siti Zaharah said she would use the
opportunity, anong others, to explain to nenbers on her decision to
wi t hdraw t he changes.

"I adhere to the advice of Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri

Dr Mahathir Mhanmad ... (w thdrawing the changes) is the nbpst wise step to
t ake. "

Asked on criticismthat she should not have delayed in calling for the
nmeeting, she said:" There is no delay ... there is no urgency because
there is no problem It is the same group of people who say that it is a
probl em "

On her neeting with the information officers, Siti Zaharah said they had
sought explanation on various matters including the devel opment of
Put raj aya.

She said it was inportant that civil servants like information officers
be briefed on the matter so that they could explain the truth to the
peopl e.

She added there was a danger that issues |like Putrajaya would be



mani pul ated by the Cpposition.
( END)



	Siti Zaharah: Unwise to rock the boat (NST 13/08/1999)

