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Sabah- Pl ayers
SI X MAJOR PLAYERS | N SABAH POLLS

KOTA KI NABALU, March 8 (Bernama) -- Anpong the 199 candidates in the
ni nth Sabah state el ection on Friday and Saturday, there are at |east six
maj or players fromthree main parties - Barisan Nasional (BN), Parti
Ber sat u Sabah (PBS) and Ber sekut u.

For some of them the conpetition in their respective constituencies is
so intense and the stakes are so high that they are seen to be involved in
a do or die battle.

The six players are:

++ TAN SRI BERNARD DOVPCK

Donmpok is the current Chief M nister of Sabah and president of Parti
Denokrati k Sabah (PDS) which he fornmed after |eaving PBS foll ow ng the 1994
state election. He is seeking re-election in the predom nantly Kadazandusun
Moyog consti tuency.

Donpok, who has been the assenbl ynan for Myyog - one of the 48 state
constituencies - since 1986 when he first won the seat on a PBS ticket,
faces five other candidates in this el ection.

Now aged 50, he first becane chief mnister in May 1998, under the BN s
systemof rotation of the chief mnister's post.

He has expressed confidence of winning the seat again, but publicly
declared he will quit politics if the 22,616 Myyog constituents fail to
return him

The Kadazandusun conmunity stands to | ose having one of their own in
the chief minister's seat if Donpok | oses Moyog and if his forner boss
Dat uk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan's Kadazandusun-based PBS fails to form
t he governnent.

Donpok, who has a Bachel or of Science degree in Land Administration,
was a Menber of Parlianent in Penanpang from 1986 until he was defeated in
the 1995 federal election

Hi s PDS has candidates in 12 constituencies, nostly with a |arge
Kadazandusun popul ati on.

++ DATUK YONG TECK LEE

A former chief mnister under the rotation system he is defending the
af fl uent Likas constituency agai nst anot her forner chief mnister, Datuk
Harris Salleh, and four others.

Yong, who is president of the Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) which has
fielded candidates in five areas, is a four-termassenbl yman for Likas.

A lawyer by training, Yong spent nmany years in PBS, first wi nning the
seat for the party in 1985, the year when PBS toppl ed the Berjaya
government. The now defunct party was then |led by Harris.

Just before the 1994 state election, he left PBS to form SAPP which
succeeded i n wi nning several Chinese seats for the BN

He has been asked by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Badawi to
work harder to win re-election for the Likas seat.

++ DATUK OSU HAJlI SUKAM

The Sabah Umo Liaison Committee Chairman is defending the Kawang seat
whi ch he won narromy in the last state el ection

Osu was deputy chief mnister and state finance minister prior to the
dissolution of the State Legislative Assenbly, and he is expected to be



appoi nted the next chief minister after Tan Sri Bernard Donpok has served
his two-year tenure under the rotation system

He and Donpok are heading the State BN operations in the el ection.

Gsu has been the Federal Mnister of Land and Cooperatives Devel opnment,
prior toreturning to state politics and heading the State Umo.

He was a | eader in the now de-registered Usno which once rul ed Sabah
under the |late "Sabah's father of independence"” Tun Datu Mistapha Datu
Har un.

++ DATUK HARRI S MOHD SALLEH

At 68, former Chief Mnister Harris, is making his second attenpt to
return to power after his former party, Berjaya, was defeated in the 1985
state el ection by then infant PBS.

He now heads Bersekutu which is contesting in all the 48 state
constituencies. He hinself is standing in the urban Likas constituency
where he |ives.

Harri s, who was appointed the sixth chief minister in June 1976, rul ed
Sabah under Berjaya for nine and a half years.

He has spoken about form ng the next governnent, basing his 'optim smn
on his track records on devel opnment and socio-political stability which was
experienced by the state while he was i n power.

Harris, who enjoyed good relations with Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
when he was chief ninister, has now been described by the prine mnister as
a spoiler in the el ection.

Harris studied | aw in London, and has been an MP before. He does not
favour the rotation systemand has clainmed that he would be in the best
position to tackle the current economnmic nalaise affecting the state.

++ DATUK JOSEPH PAI RI N KI TI NGAN

Reagar ded as the Huoguan Siou or the paranmount chief by Kadazandusuns,
Pairin, 59, was one of the |ongest-serving chief mnisters of Sabah until
he resigned in the wake of the 1994 state el ection which saw a series of
defections to BN fromanong his el ected assenbl ynmen.

Pairin is the president of PBS which is contesting in all the 48
constituencies. Confident of returning to power, his canpai gners have begun
referring to PBS as 'Parti Berkuasa Senul a'.

Pai rin who has been the assenbl ynan for Tanbunan for several terns
since Berjaya's days, is defending the seat against three others. Having
the edge as the Huoguan Siou, he is expected to win confortably again by
nmost political observers.

O the 11,086 eligible voters in the constituency, 10,058 or nore than
90 per cent are Kadazandusuns.

Trained as a | awyer, Pairin does not enjoy a good relationship with the
federal governnent.

++ DATUK CHONG KAH KI AT

Chong, who recently resigned as a ninister inthe Prime Mnister's
Department, is contesting the Kudat seat again, having been the assenbl yman
t here before during Berjaya's rule.

This time, Chong, 51, who is the president of the Liberal Denocratic
Party (LDP), one of the nine conponents of the Sabah BN, faces three others
in the mxed constituency, situated in the north-eastern tip of Sabah.

He is one of two LDP candidates in this election, the other being vice
president Wong Lien Tat who is contesting the Karanunting seat agai nst
t hree ot hers.

Li ke the ot her Chinese-based parties, Chong's LDP is conpeting for the
support of the 300, 000-odd Chinese in the state. There are 142,801 Chi nese



with voting rights.

In the 1995 general election, Chong, a |lawer by training, was defeated
in the Marudu parlianmentary seat by Datu Anmir Kahar Tun Datu Must apha who
stood on a PBS ticket. Amir Kahar is nowin Umo and is contesting on a BN
ticket for Banggi state seat.

Chong, who was appoi nted a senator and nade a federal mnister in June
1995, is confident he will win the Kudat seat for BN
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