19 NOV 1999
El ecti on- Mbggi e (P 183 Kanowi t)
Sl X OTHERS HAVE COLLECTED NOM NATI ON FORMS | N MOGE E' S CONSTI TUENCY

KANOW T, Nov 19 (Bernama) -- Energy, Tel ecommunications and Miltinedia
M ni ster Datuk Amar Leo Mbggie may face a different scenari o here tonorrow
fromthe | ast nom nati on day when he was returned unopposed.

Besi des him six others, including a | oggi ng canp manager have
collected nom nation fornms to contest the Kanowit parlianmentary seat.

Anmong the six is Keadil an candi date Tadung anak Tanmbi who is chairman
of the party's Kanowit Branch.

The Nonmination Centre is the Kanowit District Ofice Hall here

Locals did not rule out the possibility that sone of the six could be
"professional candidates" out to nake a quick gain by offering to stay away
fromthe nom nation centre for a certain anount of conpensati on.

What if the nom nation papers of all six candidates are accepted.

"The nost is a reduced nmajority, for Mdggie is now a politica
institution in Kanowit and it will take another "Mggie" to topple him
What nore with the mght of the BN nachinery at his disposal," they said.

Moggie's invincibility lies in the fact that he is the president of the
Party Bangsa Dayak Sarawak, a component of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
Bari san Nasi onal which is synonynmous with "projek pemansang" --devel opnent
projects -- the nmagic word for rural voters.

The Kanowit constituency with a total of 18,331 voters is a 90 per cent
Dayak majority area and nost of themare the party's supporters and at
wor st synpat hi sers.

Moggie is a veteran Federal Mnister for nmore than 20 years and has
been t he undi sputed wakil rakyat of Kanowit since 1974. Thus his foundation
in Kanowit is rock solid.

However, Mbggi e's opponents think that the time had cone to change him

They said that his uncontested victory in the |ast election had rmade
himindifferent to the people and had nade himlose his commonn touch and
his visits to his constituency had been infrequent.

Wth the exception of the Keadil an candi date where the party had
co-ordinated its state and federal issues inits manifesto, there is really
no issue for the rest to capitalize on in derailing Mggie.

Kanowit is afterall a well taken care of constituency, thanks to the
other two equally dynam c BN representatives in the persons of the
Assistant M nister of Rural Devel opnent Datuk G anpbng Juna and Gabriel Adit
Denong the assenbl ymen for the Machan and the Ngemah state constituencies
respectively.

It is here that the first comrercial oil pal mplantation on native
customary right land in Sarawak has been successfully established.

This has been the npst significant recent devel opnent which has
generated job and busi ness opportunities for the | and owners concer ned.

And life is rmuch better now for themand during festivals |ike Gawai
Dayak and Christnas, the Dayaks had advanced to beer and inported |iquor
rather than the hunble " Tuak" , the traditional rice w ne.
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