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Mahat hi r - SI ander
SLANDER AGAI NST LEADERS A SECURI TY PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said the act of slandering himand ot her government
| eaders has turned into a security probl emwhich cannot be taken lightly.

He sai d such m schievous statenents, including urging Muslins to kil
him seemed to be increasing and sone were made on tapes which were
di stributed wi dely throughout the country.

He said the perpetrators dared to do this because the governnent and
Umo had not taken any action yet.

"They have becone so bold as to call on Muslins to wage war and kil
this person and that person, including nyself as a target," he told
reporters after chairing the Umo Suprene Council neeting here tonight.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said the act of slandering was
mount i ng because those invol ved knew that the general el ection was due by
April next year.

"Al though we believe that Malays in Malaysia will not do it (respond to
such incitenent), we must not forget that |brahimLibya had caused the
deat hs of security forces.

"They used arns to fight the government. W cannot viewthis matter
lightly," he said.

| brahi m Li bya, whose real nanme was | brahi m Mahnood, was a religi ous
teacher who was involved in the bl oody Menali incident in 1985.

Asked if the spreading of |ies agai nst governnent |eaders was a
political agenda of certain parties, Dr Mahathir said: "Basically, it is a
security problem™

To anot her question, he said the identities of those responsible could
not be ascert ai ned.

"We do not know yet because they are cowards. They did not nention
their nanes when they nmade speeches; they just distributed the tapes," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said, however, it was very effective because people who did
not know the actual situation m ght be influenced into doing things which
they would regret later.

"The sl ander was hurl ed agai nst us because they see us as being so soft
and we did not take action. There are al so suggesti ons that we take
action,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the proposed Umo panel of |awers, which was
di scussed at the neeting, would be asked to study all slanderous statenents
made agai nst the party and its | eaders.

However, the Council has not deci ded how the panel woul d functi on.

Dr Mahathir said the lies hurled against himincluded an allegation
that he had told an Umo general assenbly that he could not accept ul anak
as descendants of Prophet Mihamrad.

"That is alie. | never said that. Wiat | said was not everyone who
claimed to be an ul amek is one.

"There are some peopl e who consider thensel ves to be ul anak j ust
because they are nenbers of an association. Actually, they are not ul amak,"
he sai d.

He said there were also politicians with some know edge of religion who
used it for politics and claimed to be ul anak

"This type of people | do not accept, but those who are well-versed in
the teachi ngs of Islamand do not favour any party other than the true



teachings of Islam | acknow edge as ul amak," he said.

"It is certain that those who hurl lies are not the type that can be
consi dered as ul amak but are slanderers," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said he could not accept people who clainmed to be able
to cure sickness with magi cal waters but sought treatnment from doctors when
they thensel ves fell sick.

The Prime M nister said he also never |abelled wonmen who wear tudung as
bad.

"That | never said. But | did say that even if a person wears a tudung
there is no guarantee that she will not do somethi ng prohibited.

"We know t hat people charged in court also wear tudung, but this is a
culture and has nothing to do with whether that person is good or bad,"” he
sai d.

"I't is not proper to say that every one who wears a tudung i s good,
this is what | say," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were many nore all egati ons whi ch he was studying
with a viewto taking action against the accusers.
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