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SLANDER Al MED AT SOW NG DEEP HATRED TOMRS COUNTRY' S LEADERS- NAJI B

KUANTAN, March 20 (Bernama) -- The slander hurled at government | eaders
lately is an attenpt to sow deep hatred towards the country's | eaders,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

Such sl ander to create extreme feelings anong the people was no | onger
a question of politics but a threat to national security, Najib who is al so
Umo Vi ce President said.

The peopl e should reject such slander and i nstead defend the gover nnent
and the country's | eadership, he said after handi ng over the Internationa
Organi sation for Standardi zation (1SO 9002 Certificate to the Institut
Kemaj uan | kti sas Pahang (I KIP) here.

"I amconvinced that the majority of Ml aysians will not accept any
formof extrene culture and will be with the Prine Mnister and the
government in fighting this threat to national security," he said.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had after chairing the Umo Suprene
Counci| meeting on Wednesday spoken about such sl ander and the call to
Miuslims to assassi nate | eaders.

"The nost effective answer to this slander is for the people to give
their solid support to the governnent which is facing the general election.
Wth the people's support the governnment will have a renewed nandat e and
this will by itself counter any attenpt to create tension,” Najib said.

Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, who was present at the
function, said just hearing speeches which contai ned such sl ander anounted
to serious incitement and when tapes to this effect were distributed it
becane a national security issue.

He said appropriate action should be taken on the grounds of nationa
security and the irresponsi bl e peopl e shoul d be puni shed under the
country's national security | aws.

"If action is not taken, it is likely to spread and will threaten the
| eaders, society and Umo itself," he said.
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