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LANGKAW , July 23 (Bernama) -- Sonme 300 participants from 38 countries
i ncl udi ng heads of governnent will begin to arrive here tonorrow for the
4t h Langkawi | nternational Dialogue (LID'99) to further brainstormon how
smart partnership can be used for the betternment of society.

Uppernost on their mnds would be to | earn to harness the concept not
only for shared prosperity during the good tinmes, but also to delve into
ways where smart partnership can be used to tackle problens during an
econoni c crisis.

"We believe that smart partnership has a role to play in tinmes of both
boom and bust," Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahman, the chairman of the Ml aysian
| ndust ry- Gover nment Group for Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT), told Bernama
recently.

M GHT and the London-based Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenment (CPTM are once again jointly organising the Langkaw di al ogue
whi ch has spawned simlar dial ogues in Afri ca.

Conceptual ised at the First Langkawi International D al ogue in 1995,
LIDis the brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who
has consi stently been enphasising that smart partnership is the way to
achi eve soci o-econonmi c and political stability.

As participants converge on this resort-island for what promi ses to be
fruitful session, they would find LID '99 different from previ ous di al ogues
due to its relevance to the countries plagued by the economc crisis.

LID'99 will focus on the crisis and the consequent economi c recovery
process with countries |like Malaysia and Thail and sharing their
experiences; the former without the tutel age of the International Mnetary
Fund (I MF) and the latter with financial assistance fromthe Fund.

Dr Orar said economes |ike Malaysia, Thailand and Tai wan coul d share
with the devel oping countries, nmostly fromAfrica, their experiences on the
"nitty-gritty" of the econonic recovery process.

The four-day LID '99 fromJuly 25-28 is thus aptly thened "Mnagi ng the
Econom ¢ Recovery - The Smart Partnershi p Approach.™

Dr Omar, who is also Science Advisor to the Prime Mnister, said that
"when we (Mal aysia) |ook at the initiative we have taken ourselves in terns
of econom c recovery, we know that government al one cannot neke it happen.™”

For that matter, "government and the business sector al one al so cannot
make it happen, it involves the participation of everybody," he said.

"Therefore, it would require the understandi ng of the popul ation at
I arge including | abour novenents which need to know what the governnent
wants to achieve.

"And of course, each will have to play their role, so there is a snart
format there with all pulling together in one direction," said Dr Qrar, who
i s al so co-chai rman of CPTM

And when it cones to the international perspective, "we know very well
a single country, especially fromthe devel oping world acting al one, is not
going to be effective

"But energi ng econom es working together using the smart partnership
approach can have a form dabl e i npact (and) nore inportantly, a nore
equi t abl e out cone can be expected," said Dr Oar.

As such, he said LID "'99 would be nore of a smart partnership dial ogue
on how the econonmic crisis was dealt with rather than a di al ogue on the
concept of smart partnership as was the case in the three previous



di al ogues.

"We pronote the idea that the smart partnership approach shoul d be the
preferred way for gal vani sing national action as well as internationa
interaction to solve problenms and achi eve prosperity. Smart partnership can
al so be useful in conflict resolution," he said.

LID"'99 is also significant for it would feature a di al ogue anong t he
First Ladies at their own request on rel evant topics, including social
i ssues and how they could contribute to econom c recovery efforts.

First Ladies are leaders in their own right and can contribute
significantly during interactions in Langkawi, he said.

Dr Orar said there woul d al so be a presentation on Forrmula 1, the
world's premer notor racing event to be staged at the Sepang F1 circuit
this October, and the bearing it would have on accel erating Mal aysia's
econormi c recovery.

He said the event brings together four variables into the recovery
equati on
-- business opportunities, facilitating technol ogy transfer and
devel oprent ,
pronoting tourismand enhancing publicity for Ml aysi a.

The full list of leaders and mnisters attending LID '99 are President
Festus CGont ebanye Mbgae of Botswana, President John Atta-MI|1s of Ghana,
Jordani an Finance M nister Dr Mchel Marto, Kyrgyz Speaker of Parlianent
Mukanbayev Usup, Prime Mnister Dr Pakalitha Msisili of Lesotho, Dr Mapop
Chi peta of Malawi, Prinme M nister Fenech Adam of Mlta, President Caseem
Ut eemof Mauritius, President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano of Mzanbi que,

Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma of Nami bia, Vice-President Janes Alix M chel of
Seychel | es, New South African Vice-President Jacob Zuma, Sudanese
Presi dent - General Lt Gen Omar Hassan Ahmad, King Mswati 111 of Swazil and,
Tai wanese Finance M nister Dr Paul Chiu Cheng-hsiung, President Benjanin
W1 Iliam Mapa of Tanzania, Thailand's Deputy Prinme M nister Dr Supacha
Pani t chpakdi, Zambi a's M nister of Finance and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent Dr
Kat el e Kal unba, and President Dr Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe.

International conpani es being represented at Langkawi conprise British
Aerospace Pl c, Hyundai Engi neering & Construction Co. Ltd., Dresdner
Kl ei nwort Benson Ltd, U K., Marconi Comruni cations of Italy, Merrill Lynch,
U K, Salonon Smith Barney Inc, U S., and Rolls-Royce, U K

There woul d be al so be a large representation fromthe Ml aysi an
corporate sector such as Tel ekom Mal aysia -- the main sponsor for LID ' 99,
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Malaysia Airlines, Shell, as well as top officials
fromthe regulatory authorities fromthe financial sector

Cabi net ministers expected to attend LID '99 include anbng ot hers
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, First Finance
M ni st er Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned,
M ni ster of International Trade and Industry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,

Ener gy, Communi cations and Miul timedia M nister Datuk Leo Mbggie, as well as
Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid. -- BERNAMA
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